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The National Advisory Council on State and Local Budgeting (NACSB) Practice 9.3 
states “A government should prepare and maintain a revenue manual that documents 
revenue sources and factors relevant to present and projected future levels of those 
revenues.”  This manual was created to assist county administrators and policymakers 
in understanding the array of General Fund, Fire Fund, E911 Fund, Stormwater Fund, 
Solid Waste Fund, as well as Water & Sewer Fund revenue sources available for the 
various programs and services Dorchester County provides. Because the cost for 
services is usually more straightforward, revenue forecasting and analysis is 
instrumental to developing budgets.  The Dorchester County Revenue Manual 
provides reliable revenue projections taking into consideration economic fluctuations 
and historical trends. 
 

General Fund Revenues by Category                                                        
 

        
CHARGES FOR SERVICES 

Assessor-Moving Permit Fees 
Assessor-School District #2 SRO/GIS 
Building Services-Salary Reimb. * 
Clerk of Court-% of Fees-County 
Clerk of Court-Filing Fees-County 
Clerk of Court-Criminal Expungements 
Clerk of Court-Judgments & Misc. 
Delinquent Tax-Copy Charges 
Delinquent Tax-Research Fees 
Delinquent Tax-Fees 
Delinquent Tax-Bad Check Fees 
Delinquent Tax-Prop Posting Fees  
Del. Tax-N. Chas STWMF Fees 5% 
Del. Tax-Summerville Solid Waste 2%  
Del. Tax-Ridgeville Solid Waste 2%  
Del. Tax-Pen. STWMF/SWUF Fees  
EMS-Fees 
Family Court-% of Fees-County 
Family Court-Court Costs 
Family Court-Filing Fees-County 
Family Court-Copy Charges 
Magistrate-Civil Fine Fees/St. George 
Magistrate-Civil Fine Fees/Summerville 
Master-In-Equity-Fees/Judge Chellis 
Planning & Zoning-Fees 
Probate Judge-Contract Fees 
 

Probate Judge-Fees 
Probate Judge-Copy Charges 
ROD-Copy Charges 
ROD-Real Estate Recording Fee 
ROD-County Stamp 
ROD-UCC Recording Fee 
ROD-Documentary Stamps 3% Fees 
ROD-SC Tax Lien 
ROD-Federal Tax Lien 
ROD-Bad Check Fees 
DD2 School Security 
Sheriff-Fees 
Sheriff-US Marshall-Housing Prisoners 
Sheriff-False Alarm Fees 
Sheriff-SCAAP Program 
Sheriff-School District #4 SRO 
Sheriff-School District #2 SRO 
Sheriff-Career School SRO 
Sheriff-P’wood Prep School Security  
Treasurer-Copy Charges 
Treasurer-Decal/Regist Issuance Fee 
Treasurer-Temporary Tag Fee * 
Treasurer-Bad Check Fees 
Treasurer-North Chas STWMF Fees 5% 
Treasurer-S’ville STWMF Fees 5%  
Treasurer-Summerville Solid Waste 2% 
Treasurer-Ridgeville Solid Waste 2%  
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General Fund Revenues by Category 
(Continued) 

 
 

FINES AND PENALTIES 
Clerk of Court-Court Fines 
Clerk of Court-Fines 
Family Court-Court Fines-County 
Magistrate-County Fines/St. George 
Magistrate-County Fines/Summerville 
Pollution Control Act Penalty 

 
INTEREST 

Treasurer’s Interest 
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
Clerk of Court-Supplement 
Coroner-Supplement 
Election Commission-Supplement 
Heavy Equipment Rental Fee ** 
Probate Judge-Supplement 
ROD-Supplement 
Sheriff-Supplement 
State-Local Government Fund 
State-Accommodations Tax  
State-DSS/Fed Fin Participation 
Veterans Affairs  
 

LICENSES AND PERMITS 
Assessor-Mobile Home Licenses 
Business Services-Business Licenses 
Building Services-Building Permits 
Cable TV Franchise Fees 
Probate Judge-Marriage Licenses 
 

 
 

 
* No longer source of General Fund 
Revenue.   Will be removed once 
historical data not applicable. 
 
 
** New sources of General Fund 
Revenue.   
 

 
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Assessor-Maps and Publications 
EMS-Health Fair 
EMS-Santa’s Ambul. Christmas 
Coroner-Miscellaneous 
ROD-Miscellaneous 

 
RENT 

Airport-Summerville Hangar Lease 
Airport-Summerville FBO Rent 
Clemson Internet Lease  
Uber Local Assessment Fee  

 
TAXES 

Ad Valorem Taxes: 
Motor Vehicle Taxes 
Real Estate Taxes 
Personal Property Taxes 
 

Other Taxes: 
   Excess Land Sale 

FILOT 
Legal Res Audit Penalties  

   Merchants’ Inventory Tax 
   Sales Tax 
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Overview 
 
Dorchester County collects revenue from various sources for the General Fund, Capital 
Improvement Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Debt Service Fund, Special Revenue Funds 
and Enterprise Funds.    
 
General Fund revenues listed in the manual provide funding for services such as police, 
emergency services, public works, judicial services and general government operations.  
General Fund revenues are not used for Stormwater, Solid Waste, Water & Sewer, Fire, 
etc.   
 
Between 2016 and 2020, on average, Dorchester County has under-budgeted the 
General Fund revenue by $2,602,011 or 4.88%.  The NACSB recommends actual 
revenue be within 5-6% of the budgeted revenue.  The goal of revenue forecasting is to 
smooth the variation between revenue budgeted and actual revenues collected.  More 
accurate revenue forecast allows the County to use the taxpayers’ dollars more efficiently 
and smoothes out the highs and lows associated with governmental finance.  
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The Dorchester County Revenue Manual includes a categorized listing of all revenues 
generated by the County and detailed information about the revenue sources within each 
category.  The presentation of each revenue source provides information about the 
legislative (authorization) history; sources; uses and current rates; how the revenue is 
collected; any exemptions; and the revenue collectors.  The historical evaluation includes 
five years of financial history (Fiscal Years 2016-2020) and narratives about historical 
trends. 
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Dorchester County Fund Account Structure 
    

 
The account number is divided into four segments: Fund, Department/Division, Basic 
activity/Sub activity, Element/Object.  Emphasis in this book is upon the General Fund 
account segments.  The account segment provides specific information about the 
account number (which fund, department, division and activity type).  The element and 
object segment identifies a more specific purpose for the account. 
 
Account Number is a fourteen-digit number: 
 
XXX    XXXX      XXX   XX       XX 
 
 
 
 
 
Department/Division  Revenue Activity   
11  Legislative   310  Taxes     
12  Judicial   320  Licenses & Permits   
13  Executive   330  Intergovernmental   
14  Elections   340  Charges for Service  
15  Fiscal Administration 350  Fines and Penalties  
16  Legal   360  Interest and Rent   
17  Human Resources  370  Miscellaneous   
18  Growth Management      
19  Other        
21  Sheriff        
22  Fire         
23  Detention        
24  Protective Inspection      
29  Other Protection       
31  Highways and Streets      
32  Sanitation        
41  Health        
46  Veterans Affairs       
51  Recreation        
54  Spectator Recreation Tourism     
61  Airport Transportation      
65  Economic Development      
69  Other        
         
         
         
 
 
 
         
            
        
            

Fund Department/
Division 

Activity Element Object 



V 
 

Manual Outline 
    

The format for documentation in this revenue manual includes the following: 
 
♦ Provide a title and brief description. Includes all major (e.g., income tax, property 

tax, and sales tax) and minor (fees, fines, and user charges) revenue sources.  

♦ Document state statute, county ordinance or department regulation 
authorizing collection.  This section discusses all legislative mandates. 

♦ Define the current revenue base and tax or rate structure.  Includes any 
exemptions allowing for non-payment or reduction and how often the fee is 
collected. Also lists the County department/agency responsible for collecting the 
revenue. 

♦ Discuss any economic, demographic, political, and policy factors effecting the 
revenue source.   

♦ Graph fiscal history 
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Clerk of Court – Percentage of Fees-County 
Clerks must collect 3% of the payment as a collection cost charge when an individual makes court fine and fee 
payments in installments for General Sessions. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-209(A) and 14-17-725 
   

Fee Schedule: The County receives 100% of this 3% fee when a General Sessions fine, fee 
and assessment payment is made in installments. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Clerk of Court fees are determined by the number of installment payments received on General Sessions 
cases each year.  This revenue appears to be steadily declining. 

FY16 Actual 1,945               
FY17 Actual 1,715               
FY18 Actual 1,421               
FY19 Actual 1,058               
FY20 Actual 1,254               
FY21 Approved 1,100               

 -
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101-1221-341.01-00 Charges for Services 
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Clerk of Court – Filing Fees-County 
A fee assessed at the time a new action is filed with the Clerk of Court/Court of Common Pleas

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-204 

Fee Schedule: $150 per New Action Filed * 

 *The first $50.00 goes to the State of South Carolina.  The next $100.00 is 
split between Dorchester County and the State of South Carolina.  Dorchester 
County retains 44% of the charge, while 56% is turned over to the state.  This 
revenue line item represents the county portion only. 

Exemptions: The State of South Carolina, or a person or entity (Attorney General) acting on 
behalf of the State of South Carolina, is not required to pay filing fees in 
proceedings brought under Chapter 48 of Title 44, the Sexually Violent 
Predator Act.  Post-Conviction Relief filings are exempt. 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Clerk of Court fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate 
from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 73,311            
FY17 Actual 58,597            
FY18 Actual 62,235            
FY19 Actual 66,527            
FY20 Actual 73,088            
FY21 Approved 70,000            
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101-1221-341.13-00 Charges for Services 
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Clerk of Court – Criminal Expungements 
A fee charged for filing and processing an expungement order for the destruction of arrest records.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 8-21-310(21) 

Fee Schedule: The County receives 100% of the $35.00 fee for each order for the destruction 
of arrest records, regardless of the number of cases listed in the order. 

Exemptions: There is no fee for expunging records when the defendant is found not guilty 
or the underlying charge is dismissed or nol prossed, unless the dismissal or 
nol prose is the result of the successful completion of a pretrial intervention 
program. 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Clerk of Court fees are determined by the number of Expungement Orders handled each year.  This revenue 
tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 4,200               
FY17 Actual 3,605               
FY18 Actual 3,150               
FY19 Actual 3,325               
FY20 Actual 3,360               
FY21 Approved 3,500               
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101-1221-341.16-00 Charges for Services 
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Clerk of Court – Judgment & Miscellaneous 
Fees charged for filing Transcripts of Judgment, General Sessions cases where Bonds are posted as well as 
fees charged to offset Per Copy Copier expense for copies of court records requested.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-205, 14-17-720, 14-17-750 and 15-11-40 

Fee Schedule:   The County receives 100% of the following: 
Copy Charges $.50 per page 

    $35.00 per Transcript of Judgment  
    $10.00 per Bond Posted by Bondsmen 
    $1.00 per Cancellation of Notice of Lis Pendens 
    $1.00 per Exemplified Copy 
    $10.00 Notary Fee 
    $10.00 Oath of Office 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Clerk of Court fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue appears to be 
gradually declining.  

FY16 Actual 19,817            
FY17 Actual 17,730            
FY18 Actual 14,881            
FY19 Actual 15,254            
FY20 Actual 13,854            
FY21 Approved 9,000               

 -

 5,000

 10,000

 15,000

 20,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved

  

101-1221-341.19-00 Charges for Services 
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Family Court – Percentage of Fees-County 
A fee assessed per payment on support cases established within the Dorchester County jurisdiction.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-205 and 14-17-720 

Fee Schedule: 5% fee assessed per payment on support cases established within Dorchester 
County.  This fee is split between the County and the State.  Dorchester 
County retains 56% of the fee, while 44% is turned over to the State. This 
revenue line item represents the county portion only. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court 
Division 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court Division 

 

Fiscal History 

Family Court fees are determined by the number of payments received for support cases each year.  This 
revenue appears to be steadily declining. 

FY16 Actual 301,294          
FY17 Actual 296,500          
FY18 Actual 301,147          
FY19 Actual 287,490          
FY20 Actual 263,475          
FY21 Approved 258,000          
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101-1230-341.01-00 Charges for Services 
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Family Court – Court Costs 
A fee imposed by a judge for failure to comply with an order established by the court.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-205 and 14-17-720 

Fee Schedule: The charge is assessed at the discretion of the judge; the charges can vary 
between $50.00 and $1,500.00.  These charges are split between the County 
and the State.  Dorchester County retains 56% of the charge, while 44% is 
turned over to the state.  This revenue line item represents the county portion 
only. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  When Ordered 

Method of Payment: Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court 
Division 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court Division 

 

Fiscal History 

Family Court costs are determined at the discretion of the Judge.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to 
year. 

FY16 Actual 8,904               
FY17 Actual 6,006               
FY18 Actual 8,302               
FY19 Actual 7,434               
FY20 Actual 4,368               
FY21 Approved 6,000               
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101-1230-341.05-00 Charges for Services 
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Family Court – Filing Fees-County 
A fee assessed at the time a new action is filed with Clerk of Court/Family Court Division.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-204 

Fee Schedule:   $150.00 per New Action Filed * 

 *The first $50.00 goes to the State of South Carolina.  The next $100.00 is 
split between Dorchester County and the State of South Carolina.  Dorchester 
County retains 44% of the charge, while 56% is turned over to the State.  This 
revenue line item represents the County portion only. 

Exemptions: Filling fee may be waived by the Family Court Judge 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court 
Division 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court Division 

 

Fiscal History 

Family Court fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate 
from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 65,164            
FY17 Actual 64,856            
FY18 Actual 60,456            
FY19 Actual 62,854            
FY20 Actual 55,088            
FY21 Approved 60,612            
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101-1230-341.13-00 Charges for Services 
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Family Court – Copy Charges 
A fee charged to offset Per Copy Copier Expense for copies of court documents requested by customers.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive   

Fee Schedule:   Copies for Family Court Documents: 

    $.50 per page 

    $1.00 certification 

    $2.00 Support Records 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court 
Division 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court Division 

 

Fiscal History 

Copy fees are determined by the number of requests for copies.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to 
year based on volume. 

FY16 Actual 7,821               
FY17 Actual 6,867               
FY18 Actual 6,103               
FY19 Actual 7,161               
FY20 Actual 5,290               
FY21 Approved 5,904               
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Magistrate – Civil Fine Fees/St. George 
A fee charged to recapture a portion of the cost of adjudicating criminal and civil cases. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue 

Fee Schedule:   Summons & Complaint   $80.00 
    ($25 of this fine is remitted to the State) 
 

Notice to Trespass   $65.00 
    Claim & Delivery 
    ($10 of these fines are remitted to the State) 
 
    Evictions    $40.00 
    ($10 of this fine is remitted to the State) 
 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Magistrate 

 

Fiscal History 

Magistrate fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue appears to be 
steadily declining. 

FY16 Actual 21,715            
FY17 Actual 19,818            
FY18 Actual 20,330            
FY19 Actual 21,665            
FY20 Actual 13,330            
FY21 Approved 20,000            
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Magistrate – Civil Fine Fees/Summerville 
A fee charged to recapture a portion of the cost of adjudicating criminal and civil cases. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  

Fee Schedule:   Summons & Complaint   $80.00 
    ($25 of this fine is remitted to the State) 
 

Notice to Trespass   $65.00 
    Claim & Delivery 
    ($10 of these fines are remitted to the State) 
 
    Evictions    $40.00 
    ($10 of this fine is remitted to the State) 
 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Magistrate 

 

Fiscal History 

Magistrate fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate 
from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 308,394          
FY17 Actual 285,170          
FY18 Actual 298,206          
FY19 Actual 301,545          
FY20 Actual 252,519          
FY21 Approved 315,000          
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Master-in-Equity – Equity Fees/Judge Chellis 
Fees assessed per court case referred to the Master for disposition. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue 
SC Code of Laws Section 14-11-310 
 

Fee Schedule: $100.00 - Partitions, Foreclosure of liens upon real property, or sales of real 
property, either in private or by auction.   

$35.00/day – For each additional day or portion of the day until the matter is 
concluded. 

 $25.00 - Preparation of a deed. 

 Sales of land, a fee equal to 1% of the bid or of the funds passing through the 
court, whichever is greater.  The minimum commission collectible under this 
item is $25.00, and the maximum commission is $2,500.00. 

 $25.00 - Supplemental proceedings. 

 $50.00 - All other cases, for the first day’s hearing or any portion of the day 
and for each day after the first day, $35.00.  The fees must be assessed at the 
time of the order or report of the master-in-equity. 

 The cost of transcribing the record in addition to the fees must be assessed at 
the rate prescribed for circuit courts. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Master in Equity 

 

 

 

 

 

  

101-1254-341.12-03 Charges for Services 
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Fiscal History 

Master-in-Equity fees are derived through judicial sales pursuant to residential home foreclosure of mortgages, 
a statutory remedy “in equity” in South Carolina. In FY20, the COVID-19 pandemic prompted federal 
regulators to put moratoriums on single-family residential mortgage loans, which has been extended through 
June 30, 2021. These revenues should begin to increase again once the moratorium is lifted and cases are 
able to be settled.  

FY16 Actual 359,130          
FY17 Actual 345,058          
FY18 Actual 330,538          
FY19 Actual 240,528          
FY20 Actual 141,760          
FY21 Approved 300,000          
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Probate Judge – Contract Fee 
A fee charged for mental health hearings held weekly at local hospitals.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule:   $100.00 (per hearing) 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Probate Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Probate contract fees are determined by the number of commitment hearings performed each year.  This 
revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year depending on the demand for mental health commitments.  

FY16 Actual 20,300            
FY17 Actual 21,700            
FY18 Actual 13,500            
FY19 Actual 7,100               
FY20 Actual 18,700            
FY21 Approved 15,000            
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Probate Judge – Fees 
Various fees collected by the Probate Court pursuant to Statute and may not be modified or waived. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue 
SC Code of Laws 8-21-770 
 

Fee Schedule: Initial filing fee charged by Dorchester County is $25.00.  Remaining court 
costs are calculated based upon the inventory which establishes a value 
for the estate. 

 
VALUE OF THE REGULAR ESTATE:  FILING FEE: 
 
$0.00 to $4,999     $25.00  
$5,000 to $19,999    $45.00 
$20,000 to $59,999    $67.50 
$60,000 to $99,999    $95.00 
$100,000 to $599,999    $95.00 plus .0015 in excess of $100,000 
$600,000 and above    $845.00 on the 1st $600,000 
      plus .0025 in excess of $600,000 
 
SMALL ESTATE AFFIDAVIT OR AFFIDAVIT FOR COLLECTION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY: 
 
Up to $100.00         $12.50 
$101.00 to $5,000.00        $25.00 
$5,001.00 to $9,999.99        $45.00 
 
POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL FEES: 
 
Search Fee (by mail)        $.50 
Issuing Certified Copy        $5.00 
Filing Demand for Notice        $5.00 
Filing Conservatorship Accounting      $10.00 
Filing of Will for Record Only       $10.00 
Certified Copy of Will        $5.00 + .50 pp 
Certifying Appeal Record       $10.00 
Issuing/Recording Exemplified/Authenticated Copies    $20.00 
Application/Petition for Subsequent Administration    $22.50 
Application/Petition for Appointment of Special Administrator   $22.50 
Application/Petition for Successor Personal Representative   $22.50 
Any Summons and Complaint or Petition     $150.00 
Summons and Petition to Sell Real Estate     $150.00 
Summons and Petition to Remove Personal Representative   $150.00 
Summons and Petition for Allowance of Claim     $150.00 
Summons and Petition for Approval of Minor Settlement    $150.00 
Summons and Petition for Approval of Wrongful Death/Survival Settlement $150.00 
Summons and Petition for Approval of Special Needs Trust   $150.00 
Summons and Petition for Finding of Incapacity (Guardianship)   $150.00 
Summons and Petition for Protective Proceedings (Conservatorship)  $150.00 
Summons and Petition to Determine Heirs     $150.00 
Update Certificate of Appointment      No charge 
  

101-1265-341.11-00 Charges for Services 
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Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Probate Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Probate Court fees are determined by the value of the estates; number of cases handled and by the number of 
cases filed each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 158,786          
FY17 Actual 176,224          
FY18 Actual 212,939          
FY19 Actual 183,246          
FY20 Actual 206,493          
FY21 Approved 200,000          
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Probate Judge – Copy Charges 
Charges collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing probate records and providing a copying 
machine and paper.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule:   $0.50 per copy 
 
Exemptions:   None 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Probate Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Copy Charges are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate 
from year to year based on volume. 

FY16 Actual 10,876            
FY17 Actual 13,605            
FY18 Actual 13,440            
FY19 Actual 19,323            
FY20 Actual 13,367            
FY21 Approved 12,000            
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Delinquent Tax – Copy Charges 
 A charge collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing copies.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule:   $.50 per page 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Delinquent Tax copy charges are determined by the number of copies made each year.  This revenue is 
dependent on the number of residents served each year.  These fees started being charged in FY2018. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 319                  
FY19 Actual 75                    
FY20 Actual 179                  
FY21 Approved 100                  

 -

 50

 100

 150

 200

 250

 300

 350

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Delinquent Tax – Research Fee 
A fee collected to recapture the cost of executions handled by Delinquent Tax.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 12-51-40 

Fee Schedule:   $75 fee for title research 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Research fees are determined by the number sales that have not been redeemed.  Title research is performed 
before time of redemption only.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 13,455            
FY17 Actual 12,410            
FY18 Actual 12,729            
FY19 Actual 15,620            
FY20 Actual 9,185               
FY21 Approved 14,000            
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101-1520-341.81-00 Charges for Services 
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Delinquent Tax – Fees 
A fee collected to recapture the cost of advertising, postage, and bad checks for delinquent taxpayers.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 12-51-40 

Fee Schedule:   Advertising (required by state law)   $60.00 

    Postage (certified notice sent in May) 
     Real Estate     $30.00  

Mobile Home     $40.00 

    Certified Letters to owners, heirs & lien holders  $12/letter 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Fees are determined by the number of unpaid tax notices handled each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate 
from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 228,561          
FY17 Actual 218,501          
FY18 Actual 198,310          
FY19 Actual 196,864          
FY20 Actual 219,095          
FY21 Approved 195,000          
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Delinquent Tax – Bad Check Fees 
 A fee collected to recoup bank fees incurred from returned checks.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 12-45-115, 34-11-70  

Fee Schedule:   $30.00 per check 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Per Occurrence 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Delinquent Tax Bad Check Fees are determined by the number of bad checks received from taxpayers each 
year.   Commencing in FY18, capturing payment under Bad Check Fees.  Prior years were reflected under 
Delinquent Tax Fees. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 570                  
FY19 Actual 761                  
FY20 Actual 780                  
FY21 Approved 720                  

 -

 200

 400

 600

 800

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Delinquent Tax – Property Posting Fees 
 A fee collected to recapture cost of posting properties.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 12-51-40  

Fee Schedule:   $25.00 fee for each property posted 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Per Occurrence 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Delinquent Tax Property Posting Fees are determined by the number of delinquent properties that are posted 
each year.  These fees commenced in FY2019. 

 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual 54,189            
FY20 Actual 67,125            
FY21 Approved 70,000            
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Delinquent Tax – North Charleston STWMF Fees 5% 
Per a Stormwater Fee Collection Agreement with the City of North Charleston, Dorchester County receives 5% 
of gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #12-11, Section 36-180, Chapter 36 Article VI 

Fee Schedule: 5% of the gross collections for the City of North Charleston are received by 
Dorchester County.  The fee rates are set in the Ordinance. 

Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: The fees are paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s 
Office and the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

North Charleston Stormwater fees are based on the gross collections each year.  This revenue seems to 
remain fairly stable from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 731                  
FY17 Actual 539                  
FY18 Actual 563                  
FY19 Actual 475                  
FY20 Actual 750                  
FY21 Approved 607                  
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Delinquent Tax – Summerville Solid Waste 2% 
Per a Solid Waste Fee Collection Agreement between the Town of Summerville and Dorchester County, the 
County receives 2% of gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance Chapter 34, Article III, Section 34-66; 
 Solid Waste Fee Collection Agreement between Town of Summerville and 

Dorchester County 

Fee Schedule: 2% of the gross collections for the Town of Summerville for residents in the 
Town limits are received by Dorchester County.  Fee is set by the Town of 
Summerville. 

Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Fees paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s Office and 
the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Solid Waste fees are based on the gross collections received from residents in the Town limits each year.   

FY16 Actual 1,514               
FY17 Actual 1,344               
FY18 Actual 1,416               
FY19 Actual 1,439               
FY20 Actual 1,385               
FY21 Approved 1,714               
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Delinquent Tax – Ridgeville Solid Waste 2% 
Per a Solid Waste Fee Collection Agreement between the Town of Ridgeville and Dorchester County, the 
County receives 2% of gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance Chapter 34, Article III, Section 34-66  

Fee Schedule: 2% of the gross collections for the Town of Ridgeville for residents in the Town 
limits are received by Dorchester County.  Fee is set by the Town of 
Ridgeville. 

Exemptions: N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Fees paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s Office and 
the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Solid Waste fees are based on the gross collections received from residents in the Town limits each year.   

FY16 Actual 108                  
FY17 Actual 102                  
FY18 Actual 105                  
FY19 Actual 88                    
FY20 Actual 108                  
FY21 Approved 174                  
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25 
 

Delinquent Tax – Penalties – STWMF/SWUF Fees 
 A penalty collected on Delinquent STWMF/SWUF Fees.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 96-22, SC Code of Laws 12-45-180 

Fee Schedule:   15% Penalty charged on Delinquent STWUF/SWUF Fees 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

Penalties are determined by the number of Delinquent STWMF/SWUF Fees encountered in any given year.  
These fees started being charged in FY2019. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual 76,010            
FY20 Actual 135,881          
FY21 Approved 100,000          
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Treasurer – Copy Charges 
 A charge collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing copies.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule:   $.50 per page 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Treasurer copy charges are determined by the number of copies made each year.  This revenue is dependent 
on the number of residents served each year.   

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 414                  
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual 238                  
FY21 Approved -                        
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Treasurer – Decal/Registration Issuance Fee 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of issuing each vehicle tax notice.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization:    DMV Reform Act – Legislation – Bill 3538 – Session 115 (2003-2004)   
            Section 14, 56-2-2740 

Fee Schedule:   $1.00 per vehicle tax notice 

Exemptions:   No fee is applied for new registrations, only renewals 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Decal/Registration fees are determined by the number of vehicle tax notices issued each year.  This revenue 
shows a gradual incline based on population growth in the County. 

FY16 Actual 101,471          
FY17 Actual 104,639          
FY18 Actual 107,454          
FY19 Actual 108,393          
FY20 Actual 112,992          
FY21 Approved 127,505          

 -

 20,000

 40,000

 60,000

 80,000

 100,000

 120,000

 140,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Treasurer – Temporary Tag Fee 
A person with a newly-acquired vehicle is required to obtain a Temporary License Tag (valid for forty-five days) 
before operating the vehicle on the state's highway.

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute 56-3-210 

Fee Schedule:   Temporary Vehicle License Fee is $5.00 

Exemptions: The DMV and car dealerships may issue temporary tags. 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

These revenues had remained fairly constant though most Temporary Licenses were either provided by a car 
dealership or purchased from the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).  Effective FY2020, temporary tags will 
no longer be issued by the County. 

FY16 Actual 1,120               
FY17 Actual 1,120               
FY18 Actual 1,030               
FY19 Actual 920                  
FY20 Actual 275                  
FY21 Approved -                        
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Treasurer – Bad Check Fees 
A fee collected to recoup bank fees incurred from returned checks.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 12-45-115, 34-11-70 

Fee Schedule:   $30.00 per check 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Per Occurrence  

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Treasurer Bad Check Fees are determined by the number of bad checks received from taxpayers each year.   

FY16 Actual 3,450               
FY17 Actual 5,130               
FY18 Actual 4,262               
FY19 Actual 4,055               
FY20 Actual 7,252               
FY21 Approved 5,100               
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Treasurer – North Charleston STWMF Fees 5% 
Per a Stormwater Fee Collection Agreement with the City of North Charleston, Dorchester County receives 5% 
of gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #12-11, Section 36-180, Chapter 36 Article VI 

Fee Schedule: 5% of the gross collections for the City of North Charleston are received by 
Dorchester County.  The fee rates are set in the Ordinance. 

Exemptions: N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: The fees are paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s 
Office and the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

North Charleston Stormwater fees are based on the gross collections each year.   

FY16 Actual 22,332            
FY17 Actual 23,429            
FY18 Actual 23,884            
FY19 Actual 37,567            
FY20 Actual 31,320            
FY21 Approved 39,900            
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Treasurer – Summerville STWMF Fees 5% 
Per a Stormwater Fee Collection Agreement with the Town of Summerville, Dorchester County receives 5% of 
gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #12-11, Section 36-180, Chapter 36 Article VI 

Fee Schedule: 5% of the gross collections for the Town of Summerville are received by 
Dorchester County.  The fee rates are set in the Ordinance. 

Exemptions: N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: The fees are paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s 
Office and the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Town of Summerville Stormwater fees are based on the gross collections each year.  This agreement became 
effective in FY2020. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual 61,245            
FY21 Approved 72,450            
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Treasurer – Summerville Solid Waste 2% 
Per a Solid Waste Fee Collection Agreement between the Town of Summerville and Dorchester County, the 
County receives 2% of gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance Chapter 34, Article III, Section 34-66; 
 Solid Waste Fee Collection Agreement between Town of Summerville and 

Dorchester County 

Fee Schedule: 2% of the gross collections for the Town of Summerville for residents in the 
Town limits are received by Dorchester County.  Fee is set by the Town of 
Summerville. 

Exemptions: N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Fees paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s Office and 
the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Solid Waste fees are based on the gross collections received from residents in the Town limits each year.   

FY16 Actual 24,333            
FY17 Actual 24,893            
FY18 Actual 29,479            
FY19 Actual 30,169            
FY20 Actual 25,354            
FY21 Approved 33,300            
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Treasurer – Ridgeville Solid Waste 2% 
Per a Solid Waste Fee Collection Agreement between the Town of Ridgeville and Dorchester County, the 
County receives 2% of gross collections to offset administrative costs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance Chapter 34, Article III, Section 34-66  

Fee Schedule: 2% of the gross collections for the Town of Ridgeville for residents in the Town 
limits are received by Dorchester County.  Fee is set by the Town of 
Ridgeville. 

Exemptions: N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment: Fees paid along with Ad Valorem Taxes in the County Treasurer’s Office and 
the Delinquent Tax Office. 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Solid Waste fees are based on the gross collections received from residents in the Town limits each year.   

FY16 Actual 574                  
FY17 Actual 613                  
FY18 Actual 596                  
FY19 Actual 615                  
FY20 Actual 386                  
FY21 Approved 770                  
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Assessor – Moving Permit Fees 
A fee collected when a mobile home is to be relocated within Dorchester County.  The owner, rental agent, or 
person in possession, prior to relocation, shall obtain a moving permit from Dorchester County.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #04-12  

Fee Schedule:   Moving Permit Fee $25.00 

Exemptions:   No decal is required for mobile homes held for resale or mobile homes 
licensed by the South Carolina Highway and Pubic Transportation  
Department. 
 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Assessor 

 

Fiscal History 

Moving Permit fees are determined by the number of permits issued each year.  This revenue tends to 
fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 8,950               
FY17 Actual 11,005            
FY18 Actual 8,975               
FY19 Actual 8,145               
FY20 Actual 9,035               
FY21 Approved 8,000               
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Assessor – School District #2 GIS 
An annual charge to School District 2 to recapture a portion of the cost of providing mapping support to 
Dorchester County School District 2.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Dorchester County School District #2 

Fee Schedule: Annual Charge agreed upon between Dorchester County and Dorchester 
School District 2 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payment is made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This charge is based on the annual salary of the Assessor GIS Analyst who provides this support to the school 
district. This is a constant revenue source each year.   

FY16 Actual 30,000            
FY17 Actual 30,000            
FY18 Actual 30,000            
FY19 Actual 30,000            
FY20 Actual 30,000            
FY21 Approved 30,000            
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Building Services – Salary Reimbursement 
Reimbursements collected from various municipalities to offset the cost of the Codes Enforcement Officer 
which provides support to these municipalities.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Annual contracts between Dorchester County and each municipality. 

Fee Schedule:   $30/hour of inspections in each municipality 
    Additional $40 in the event the Chief Building Official is required 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

These charges are determined by the salary and cost of the Codes Enforcement Officer as well as the 
percentage of time spent working in each town.  This service is no longer provided to municipalities as of 
FY2019. 

FY16 Actual 6,403               
FY17 Actual 6,480               
FY18 Actual 4,200               
FY19 Actual 540                  
FY20 Actual -                        
FY21 Approved -                        
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Planning & Zoning – Fees 
Review fees collected to offset the staff time and resources necessary to review applications against the 
requirements stated in Dorchester County Zoning and Land Development Standards.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #04-13, SC Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994. 

Fee Schedule:   Subdivision Plan Review  
Development/Construction Only 

      Exempt Plat (Pre-Existing Lot)   $20.00 
    Residential Subdivision 
      Minor Subdivision (1-10 Lots)   $20.00/lot 
      Major Subdivision (11+ Lots)   $500.00 + $35.00/lot 
    Commercial Subdivision    $50.00/lot 
 
    Site Plan Review 
    Commercial/Office/Industrial   $250.00+$0.06/gross sf 
    Institutional     $250.00+$0.03/gross sf 
    Communications Towers   $50.00 
    Transitional Overlay District (TOD)  $200.00 
    Ashley River Corridor Overlay District (ARCOD) $50.00 
     
    Planned Development Districts (PD) 
    Concept Plan Review    $250.00 
    Master Plan Review 
      Residential     $1,000+$1.00/unit 
      Commercial/Office/Industrial   $1,000+$0.10/gross sf 
    Amendment     $100.00 
    Rezoning     $1,000+$1.00/lot 
 
    Zoning Map Amendment/Overlay  
    *Rezoning Request* 
    Up to 2 Lots     $250.00 
      Each Additional Lot    $25.00 
    Raw Acreage      $250.00+$10.00/acre 
    
    Board of Zoning Appeals (BOZA) 
    Administrative Appeal    $250+Publication Fee 
    Special Exception    $250+Publication Fee 
    Variance     $250.00 
 
    Permits 
    Land Disturbance Permit 
       Residential     No Charge 
       Non-Residential    $100.00 
    Temporary Use Permit    $100.00 
    Special Area Permit    $50.00 
    Special Permit / Outdoor Storage  $100.00 
    Container Permit    $100.00 
    Driveway / Encroachment Permit  No Charge 
      

101-1865-341.61-00 Charges for Services 
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Street Name Change     $85.00 
 
    Planning & Zoning Documents   
    Zoning & Land Development Standards Ordinance $50.00 
    Dorchester County Comprehensive Plan   $25.00 
    Zoning / Daycare Letter     $7.00 
 
    Development Agreements (All acreage in highland acres) 
    First 500 acres      $10.00/acre 
    Acreage in excess of 500 acres, up to 1,000 acres $5.00/acre 
    Acreage in excess of 1,000 acres, up to 2,000 acres $2.00/acre 
    Acreage in excess of 2,000 acres   $1.00/acre 
 
    Fee in Lieu of Planting Trees Required for Mitigation $200.00/caliper-inch 
     
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Planning & Zoning 

 

Fiscal History 

These fees are collected with corresponding applications.  Economic conditions and demand for services thus 
drive the revenue stream these fees feed.   

FY16 Actual 62,944            
FY17 Actual 120,010          
FY18 Actual 139,606          
FY19 Actual 136,374          
FY20 Actual 120,293          
FY21 Approved 135,000          
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Register of Deeds – Copy Charges 
A charge collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing copies.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive 

Fee Schedule:   Copy Charges $.50 per page  
    Clocked Copy (duplicate header of recording) $.50 per page 
    Plat copies larger than 11X17 $5.00 
    Certified Copy Charges $10.00  
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of copies made each year.  This revenue shows a 
gradual decline, as documents are becoming increasingly digital. 

FY16 Actual 37,418            
FY17 Actual 39,864            
FY18 Actual 39,574            
FY19 Actual 38,793            
FY20 Actual 29,161            
FY21 Approved 24,000            
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Register of Deeds – Real Estate Recording Fees 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of recording land titles, liens, and other public records related 
to property transactions in Dorchester County. The Register of Deeds (ROD) maintains the public or official 
property records for the County. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 8-21-310 

Fee Schedule:   Per Attached Recording Fee Schedule effective August 1, 2019 
     
Exemptions:   None 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Daily 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate from year to year and is directly related to the economy. 

FY16 Actual 315,189          
FY17 Actual 356,346          
FY18 Actual 344,289          
FY19 Actual 328,535          
FY20 Actual 506,379          
FY21 Approved 480,000          
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Register of Deeds – County Stamp 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of stamping deeds and mortgages as Official State 
Documents.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization:  State Statute Title 12, Chapter 24 
 
Fee Schedule: The fee is $3.70 per thousand dollars (value of property or sale price). The 

County portion is $1.10 out of the $3.70. 

 Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate from year to year depending on the economy. 

FY16 Actual 1,071,868       
FY17 Actual 1,262,865       
FY18 Actual 1,334,891       
FY19 Actual 1,374,743       
FY20 Actual 1,428,036       
FY21 Approved 1,400,000       
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Register of Deeds – UCC Recording Fee 
A fee collected to record the Uniform Commercial Code financing statement.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization:  SC Code of Laws 36-9-525 
 
Fee Schedule:   $25.00 per recording 
     
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate from year to year depending on the economy. 

FY16 Actual 2,050               
FY17 Actual 6,278               
FY18 Actual 6,896               
FY19 Actual 5,482               
FY20 Actual 11,796            
FY21 Approved 9,000               
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Register of Deeds – Documentary Stamps 3% Fees 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of stamping deeds and mortgages as Official State 
Documents. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization:  State Statute Title 12, Chapter 24 
 
Fee Schedule: The fee is $3.70 per thousand dollars (value of property). $2.60 is collected for 

the State.  However, the County keeps 3% of the State fees as long as their 
portion is remitted by the 20th of each month. 

Exemptions: None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate from year to year depending on the economy. 

FY16 Actual 76,005            
FY17 Actual 89,586            
FY18 Actual 94,668            
FY19 Actual 97,478            
FY20 Actual 101,332          
FY21 Approved 102,000          
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Register of Deeds – SC Tax Lien 
A fee collected from the Department of Revenue for recording South Carolina tax liens and satisfactions of 
such.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Law 8-21-310 

Fee Schedule:   $10.00 fee per lien:  
    - Workforce Development 
    - Work Comp 
    $10.00 Expungements 
    
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  As received from the State 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue stream 
was drastically reduced as of November 1, 2019, as the state implemented a statewide tax lien registry for 
filing and indexing state tax liens.  Some state agencies will continue to file. 

FY16 Actual 18,565            
FY17 Actual 29,167            
FY18 Actual 14,990            
FY19 Actual 26,020            
FY20 Actual 14,950            
FY21 Approved 600                  
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Register of Deeds – Federal Tax Lien 
A fee collected from the Internal Revenue Service for recording Federal tax liens and satisfactions of such.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Law 8-21-310 

Fee Schedule: $10.00 fee per lien when a taxpayer neglects to pay their federal income taxes 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  As received from the Federal Government 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate from year to year depending on the economy. 

FY16 Actual 2,478               
FY17 Actual 3,354               
FY18 Actual 2,806               
FY19 Actual 2,979               
FY20 Actual 2,980               
FY21 Approved 3,500               
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Register of Deeds – Bad Check Fees 
A fee collected to recoup fees incurred from returned checks.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Law 34-11-70 

Fee Schedule:   $30.00 per check 
      
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Per Occurrence  

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Register of Deeds fees are determined by the number of documents recorded each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 60                    
FY17 Actual 90                    
FY18 Actual 75                    
FY19 Actual 125                  
FY20 Actual 50                    
FY21 Approved 50                    
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DD2 School Security – DD2 School Security 
A fee collected from Dorchester School District 2 to recoup the costs incurred by the County for administering 
the payroll for the school security officers used by District 2. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Dorchester School District 2 

Fee Schedule:   Revenues collected depend on the costs incurred each pay period 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  As billed by the Sheriff’s Office  

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Fiscal History 

School Security fees are collected based on the actual payroll cost incurred each pay period.  These revenues 
are a direct billing for the expenses incurred each year for security services at special events.   

FY16 Actual 151,276          
FY17 Actual 136,740          
FY18 Actual 183,688          
FY19 Actual 221,164          
FY20 Actual 170,908          
FY21 Approved 222,650          
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Sheriff – Fees 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost for providing civil service. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Law 23-19-10 

Fee Schedule:   Arbitration Papers    $5.00 
    Subpoena     $10.00 
    Summons and Complaint   $15.00 
    Subpoena with additional papers  $15.00 
    Any other type of paper    $15.00 
    Mechanic’s Lien     $15.00 
    Attachments     $15.00 
    Claim and Delivery    $25.00 
    Writ of Assistance    $25.00 
    Orders of Seizure    $25.00 
    Writ of Ejectment    $25.00 
    Executions and Judgments   $25.00 
 
Exemptions:   Government entities and court systems 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Fiscal History 

Revenues generated by the Civil Process Division fluctuate depending on the type and quantity of papers 
being served. 

FY16 Actual 19,697            
FY17 Actual 19,861            
FY18 Actual 20,803            
FY19 Actual 19,449            
FY20 Actual 14,288            
FY21 Approved 21,840            
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Sheriff – US Marshal Housing Prisoners 
Dorchester County is reimbursed for the cost to house prisoners in the County's prisons.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: US Marshal Intergovernmental Agreement 

Fee Schedule:   The monthly revenue is determined by adding together: 

1. The number of days that month that federal prisoners are incarcerated in 
our facility x $38 Per Diem 

2. The number of officer hours used that month to transport federal prisoners 
x $12.98 Transportation/Guard Service Rate 

3. The number of miles driven that month to transport federal prisoners at 
the IRS standard mileage rate, which for 2021 is $.560. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The US Marshal Program pays for the housing of federal prisoners, federal agencies contact Dorchester 
County when they are in need of space for a federal prisoner and the County houses as many as it can 
accommodate.  This amount varies depending on the number of prisoners requiring housing and the number of 
available beds in the Tri-County Area.  With the completion of the new jail in FY2016, Dorchester County has 
experienced increased revenue. 

FY16 Actual 14,667            
FY17 Actual 71,348            
FY18 Actual 54,150            
FY19 Actual 191,254          
FY20 Actual 203,832          
FY21 Approved 247,200          
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Sheriff – False Alarm Fees 
A fee charged to county residents or businesses for 911 false burglar alarm calls in excess of 2 in a calendar 
year.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 15-19 

Fee Schedule:   $50 per false alarm in excess of 4 per calendar year 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Monthly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Fiscal History 

The number of false burglar alarms fluctuates each year. 

FY16 Actual 650                  
FY17 Actual 1,950               
FY18 Actual 1,350               
FY19 Actual 850                  
FY20 Actual 500                  
FY21 Approved 600                  
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Detention – SCAAP Program 
SCAAP provides federal payments to Dorchester County for correctional officer salary costs for incarcerating 
undocumented criminal aliens who have at least one felony or two misdemeanor convictions for violations of 
state or local law, and who are incarcerated for at least 4 consecutive days during the reporting period. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Federal Mandate – State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP) 

Fee Schedule: The data, listing of all inmate bookings for the year as well as payroll data for 
all detention officers for the calendar year, is sent annually to Justice Benefits 
by Dorchester County.  Justice Benefits sorts out only those inmates who fit 
the criteria of eligibility.  They then apply on Dorchester County’s behalf for the 
SCAAP money.  SCAAP awards the county and then per the agreement with 
Justice Benefits, the County pays them 22% of the award. 

Exemptions: Only eligible persons who were incarcerated for 4 or more consecutive days 
between July 1st and June 30th may be included in the Fiscal Year SCAAP 
application. 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Fiscal History 

Revenue is based upon the number of undocumented immigrants housed in the county jail per year and is paid 
on an annual basis in November-December if funding is available. 

FY16 Actual 2,031               
FY17 Actual 4,210               
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual 10,748            
FY20 Actual 20,362            
FY21 Approved 7,924               
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Sheriff – School District #4 SRO 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing school resource officers to Dorchester School 
District 4.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Dorchester County School District 4 

Fee Schedule:   $399,295 per year 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This cost is assessed each year based on salaries and costs of the School Resource Officers.  A fee change 
was approved in FY2016 with an additional SRO added in School District 4. In FY2019, the Agreement was 
updated, with an additional SRO added.  In FY2020, an Amendment was executed bringing the total to 4 
SROs and in FY2021, an Agreement was executed bringing the total to 5 SROs. 

FY16 Actual 120,000          
FY17 Actual 126,213          
FY18 Actual 126,213          
FY19 Actual 222,922          
FY20 Actual 365,641          
FY21 Approved 399,295          
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Sheriff – School District #2 SRO 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing school resource officers to Dorchester School 
District 2.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Dorchester County School District 2 

Fee Schedule:   $829,533 per year 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This cost is assessed each year based on salaries and costs of the School Resource Officers.  A fee change 
was approved in FY2016 for seven SRO’s and pro-rata share of the SRO Supervisor along with capital costs to 
equip the SRO’s assigned under this Agreement.  Based on the method of charging for SRO’s in FY2016 the 
actual charge to Dorchester School District 2 was significantly lower.  In FY2017 Dorchester County reverted 
back to billing under the contractual agreement.  In FY2019, the Agreement was updated, increasing to nine 
SROs. In FY2020, an Amendment was executed, increasing to ten SROs. 

FY16 Actual 49,776            
FY17 Actual 511,178          
FY18 Actual 517,619          
FY19 Actual 695,082          
FY20 Actual 774,945          
FY21 Approved 829,533          
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101-2180-342.25-00 Charges for Services 



58 
 

Sheriff – Career School SRO 
A fee collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing a school resource officer to the Dorchester 
County Career and Technology Center.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Dorchester County Career School 

Fee Schedule:   $81,073 per year 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This cost is assessed each year based on salaries and costs of the School Resource Officer.  A fee change 
was approved in FY2019 for SRO and pro-rata share of the SRO Supervisor along with capital costs to equip 
the SRO assigned under this Agreement, with an annual CPI adjustment. 

FY16 Actual 67,895            
FY17 Actual 64,489            
FY18 Actual 64,489            
FY19 Actual 74,184            
FY20 Actual 75,994            
FY21 Approved 81,073            
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Sheriff – Pinewood Prep School Security 
A fee collected to recapture the cost of providing a school security officer to the Dorchester County Pinewood 
Preparatory School.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Pinewood Preparatory School 

Fee Schedule:   $80,927 per year 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This cost is assessed each year based on actual salaries and costs of the School Security Officer, 
commencing FY2020. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual 75,495            
FY21 Approved 80,927            
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EMS – Fees 
Charges collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing ambulance service to users. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive Approved by Council on 1/22/2002, with an 
amendment to the mileage rate on 6/3/2013. 

Fee Schedule:   BLS 1 Basic Life Support Transport   $400.00 
    ALS 1 Advanced Life Support    $725.00 
     Level 1 Emergent Transport 
    ALS 2 Advanced Life Support    $1,285.00 
     Level 2 Emergent Transport 
    Mileage       $9.00/mile 
    Non-Transport      $85.00 
    Charged to patient only if other interventions as noted below are incurred 
    EKG       $45.00 
    IV       $45.00 
    Glucose CK (only charged if Pt is given Glucagon or D50W) $15.00 
    Glucagon      $125.00 
    D50W       $15.00 
 
*Any other necessary interventions according to Incident protocols-charges will vary depending on intervention. 
 
Exemptions:   None 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Daily 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 
 
Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County EMS 

 

  

101-2935-345.12-00 Charges for Services 
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Fiscal History 

EMS fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue tends to increase each 
year at a pace that is attributable to the population/growth of Dorchester County. 

 

FY16 Actual 4,293,669       
FY17 Actual 4,924,913       
FY18 Actual 4,797,539       
FY19 Actual 4,870,457       
FY20 Actual 4,873,750       
FY21 Approved 5,300,000       
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Clerk of Court – Court Fines-County 
Fines imposed by a Judge for criminal violations in the Court of General Sessions.

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-205 and 14-17-720 

Fee Schedule: See Attached Listing of Fines and the breakdown for each fine.  As a general 
rule, 56% of the fine is retained in this revenue line item by Dorchester 
County, while 44% of the fine is remitted to the State of South Carolina. 

Any person who is convicted, pleas guilty or nolo contendere to, or forfeits 
bond in payment of a fine for an offense tried in general sessions court, pay 
an assessment in an amount equal to 107.5% of the fine actually imposed.  If 
a portion of the fine is suspended, the assessment is calculated on the 
amount of the fine that is not suspended.  The assessment cannot be waived, 
reduced, or suspended.  Dorchester County retains 35.35% of the revenue 
generated by the assessment in a Victims Advocate Fund while 64.65% of the 
assessment is remitted to the State of South Carolina. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Clerk of Court fees are determined by the number of fines imposed by a Judge.  This revenue tends to 
fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 2,371               
FY17 Actual 1,203               
FY18 Actual 4,159               
FY19 Actual 1,483               
FY20 Actual 4,795               
FY21 Approved 4,000               
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101-1221-351.11-00 Fines and Penalties 
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Clerk of Court – Fines (Bond Forfeitures) 
Funds generated from Bond Forfeitures or Estreatment.  Estreatments are issued by the Solicitor and ordered 
by the Circuit Court Judge.   

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 17-15-260 

Fee Schedule: Charges are assessed by a Judge and vary depending on the violation and 
type of bond.  The County retains 50% of the Bond Estreatment amount.  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Bond forfeitures are determined by the Solicitor.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 1,750               
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 5,375               
FY19 Actual 7,729               
FY20 Actual 4,281               
FY21 Approved 5,000               
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Family Court – Court Fines-County 
Fines imposed by a judge for violations of family law.  

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  
SC Code of Laws 14-1-205  

Fee Schedule: A fine assessed at the discretion of the judge, the charges can vary between 
$50.00 and $1,500.00.  These charges are split between the County and the 
State.  Dorchester County retains 56% of the charge, while 44% is turned over 
to the State.  This revenue line item represents the county portion only. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  When Ordered 

Method of Payment: Payments are made directly to Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court 
Division 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Clerk of Court/Family Court Division 

 

Fiscal History 

Family Court fines are determined at the discretion of the judge.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to 
year. 

FY16 Actual 812                  
FY17 Actual 1,176               
FY18 Actual 280                  
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual 140                  
FY21 Approved -                        
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101-1230-351.11-00 Fines and Penalties 
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Magistrate – County Fines/St. George 
Fines imposed for violations for a variety of issues, including restraining orders, traffic violations and criminal 
cases.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  

Fee Schedule:   See Attached List 

A portion of all fines on the attached list must be remitted to the State.  Only 
the portion of the fine that is retained by Dorchester County is posted to this 
Revenue line item.  The State portion is posted to a line item dedicated for 
remittance to the State.  The County portion of the fine on the Violation listing 
is called a “fine” while the State portion is referred to as an “assessment”. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Magistrate 

 

Fiscal History 

Magistrate fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue will fluctuate from 
year to year based on staffing levels with both the SC Highway Patrol as well as Dorchester County Sheriff’s 
Office.  In FY16, increased revenues were collected as a result of an increase in patrol level on I-26 and I-95. 

FY16 Actual 455,827          
FY17 Actual 228,388          
FY18 Actual 218,054          
FY19 Actual 193,770          
FY20 Actual 161,989          
FY21 Approved 180,000          
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Magistrate – County Fines/Summerville 
Fines imposed for violations for a variety of issues, including restraining orders, traffic violations and criminal 
cases.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Statutory Provisions for the Distribution of Revenue  

Fee Schedule:   See Attached List 

A portion of all fines on the attached list must be remitted to the State.  Only 
the portion of the fine that is retained by Dorchester County is posted to this 
Revenue line item.  The State portion is posted to a line item dedicated for 
remittance to the State.  The County portion of the fine on the Violation listing 
is called a “fine” while the State portion is referred to as an “assessment”. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Magistrate 

 

Fiscal History 

Magistrate fees are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate 
from year to year based on patrol officers staffing levels with both the SC Highway Patrol as well as Dorchester 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

FY16 Actual 442,142          
FY17 Actual 378,492          
FY18 Actual 343,055          
FY19 Actual 376,170          
FY20 Actual 263,308          
FY21 Approved 345,000          
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Pollution Ctrl Act Penalty 
Any person violating any of the provisions of the Pollution Control Act shall be subject to a civil penalty not to 
exceed ten thousand dollars per day of such violation.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 48-1-350 

Fee Schedule:  One-half of the civil penalties collected by the State are for the benefit of the 
County. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Pollution Control Act Penalties are determined by the number of people violating any provision of the Pollution 
Control Act each year. 

FY16 Actual 1,808               
FY17 Actual 27,454            
FY18 Actual 5,984               
FY19 Actual 27,862            
FY20 Actual 2,704               
FY21 Approved 5,000               
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Treasurer – Treasurer’s Interest 
Interest income earned on cash reserves in the bank accounts of Dorchester County. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: N/A  

Fee Schedule:   The rate of return on investments varies with the type of account 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Bank posts interest to bank accounts 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Interest is determined by the cash reserves held in the County’s bank accounts each year.  This revenue 
depends on current interest rates and the amount of money available to be invested. 

FY16 Actual 36,119            
FY17 Actual 116,962          
FY18 Actual 207,340          
FY19 Actual 215,341          
FY20 Actual 201,609          
FY21 Approved 254,704          
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Clerk of Court – Supplement 
South Carolina provides a salary supplement to Dorchester County for elected officials.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 8-15-65 

Fee Schedule:   Determined by the State 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina sets the amount of this supplement and it is constant from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 1,575               
FY17 Actual 1,575               
FY18 Actual 1,575               
FY19 Actual 1,575               
FY20 Actual 1,575               
FY21 Approved 1,575               
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Probate Judge – Supplement 
South Carolina provides a salary supplement to Dorchester County for elected officials.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 8-15-65 

Fee Schedule:   Determined by the State 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina sets the amount of this supplement and it is constant from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 1,575               
FY17 Actual 1,575               
FY18 Actual 1,575               
FY19 Actual 1,575               
FY20 Actual 1,575               
FY21 Approved 1,575               
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101-1265-331.43-00 Intergovernmental 
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Election Commission – Supplement 
South Carolina and Municipalities reimbursement to Dorchester County for election-related expenses.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws Title 7, Chapter 23 

Fee Schedule: All reimbursements for ballots, postage, poll workers, commissioner stipends, 
advertising, other election expenses, etc. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Periodically 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina (special elections) and Municipalities reimburse Dorchester County for all election-
related expenses incurred by Elections & Voter Registration.  These expenses vary from year to year 
depending on the type and number of elections that occur each year. 

FY16 Actual 93,152            
FY17 Actual 144,859          
FY18 Actual 30,337            
FY19 Actual 124,447          
FY20 Actual 196,550          
FY21 Approved 92,000            
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Register of Deeds – Supplement 
South Carolina provides a salary supplement to Dorchester County for elected officials.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 8-15-65 

Fee Schedule:   Determined by the State 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina sets the amount of this supplement and it is constant from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 1,575               
FY17 Actual 1,575               
FY18 Actual 1,575               
FY19 Actual 1,575               
FY20 Actual 1,575               
FY21 Approved 1,575               
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Sheriff – Supplement 
South Carolina provides a salary supplement to Dorchester County for elected officials.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 8-15-65 

Fee Schedule:   Determined by the State 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina sets the amount of this supplement and it is constant from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 1,575               
FY17 Actual 1,575               
FY18 Actual 1,575               
FY19 Actual 1,575               
FY20 Actual 1,575               
FY21 Approved 1,575               
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Coroner – Supplement 
South Carolina provides a salary supplement to Dorchester County for elected officials.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Annual State Appropriation 

Fee Schedule:   Determined by the State 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina sets the amount of this supplement and it is constant from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 1,575               
FY17 Actual 1,575               
FY18 Actual 1,575               
FY19 Actual 1,575               
FY20 Actual 1,575               
FY21 Approved 1,575               
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Veterans Affairs 
South Carolina provides a salary supplement to Dorchester County for Veterans Affairs.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Annual State Appropriation 

Fee Schedule: Determined by the State 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The State of South Carolina sets the amount of the appropriation, which is adjusted each fiscal year.  Veterans 
Affairs falls under the County’s General Fund as of FY2020. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual 3,599               
FY21 Approved 7,197               
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Accommodations Tax 
The rental of transient accommodations is subject to a 2% accommodations tax. If you rent out rooms or 
spaces at hotels, campgrounds, boarding houses, etc., the accommodations tax also applies to rentals of your 
vacation home or second home.  A portion of this tax is retained by Dorchester County.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Code Section 6-4-10 

Fee Schedule: The first $25,000 of all Accommodations Tax collected by Dorchester County 
is allocated to the General Fund.  Five percent of the balance is allocated to 
the County General Fund and 30% of the balance is allocated to a special 
fund which must be used for the advertising and promotion of tourism.  These 
monies must be administered by one or more non-profit organizations that 
have an existing, ongoing tourism promotion program, or if the organization 
does not currently have a program, it must show that it can develop an 
effective program.  Any Accommodations Tax remaining after allocation, plus 
any interest earned on the “balance” must be allocated to a special fund that 
must be used for “tourism-related expenditures”. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to the State of South Carolina 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Accommodations tax come from tourism in Dorchester County which is determined by the economy.  These 
revenues tend to be fairly consistent from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 27,973            
FY17 Actual 28,243            
FY18 Actual 28,380            
FY19 Actual 29,035            
FY20 Actual 28,527            
FY21 Approved 28,000            
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101-5402-335.12-00 Intergovernmental 
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Local Government Fund 
Dorchester County receives funds from the State of South Carolina to subsidize its operations.  This 
funding was created to reduce the pressure on property taxes and to provide a predictable source of 
revenue for county and municipal budgeting. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute 6-27-30 and 6-24-40 

Fee Schedule: The State determines the local government fund based on 4.5% of the 
State’s General Fund revenues for the State’s last completed fiscal year.  
Changes in the State’s overall economy are not reflected in these revenues 
until two years after the change.  Local Government Fund distribution ratio is 
based on the ratio of the counties' population to the whole population of the 
State (based on the most recent United States Census). 

 
Exemptions: N/A 

Frequency of Collection: Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The Local Government fund revenue is distributed to counties based on the State's revenue generated and the 
population of the counties.   

FY16 Actual 5,063,370       
FY17 Actual 5,297,537       
FY18 Actual 5,206,368       
FY19 Actual 5,256,963       
FY20 Actual 5,490,050       
FY21 Approved 5,670,648       
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Heavy Equipment Rental Fee 
 
A fee assessed on heavy equipment property rented for 365 days or less, open-ended contract, or via a 
contract without a specified time period.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws 56-31-60 

Fee Schedule:  2 ½ % rental fee on the rental price for any qualified heavy equipment 
property rented in the County. 

Exemptions:   Federal Government, the State, or any political subdivision of the State 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Rental Fees are determined by the number of heavy equipment rentals in the County.  This revenue will 
fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual 26,679            
FY21 Approved -                        
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Department of Social Services – DSS/Fed Fin Participation 
The Federal Office of Child Support Enforcement provides for partial reimbursement of costs providing 
activities which enhance the child support enforcement services.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contract with Department of Social Services   

Fee Schedule: SC DSS Child Support Enforcement Division will reimburse at the FFP 
(Federal Financial Participation) reimbursement rate that is determined based 
on Dorchester County Staff by Program 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

The FFP (Federal Financial Participation) reimbursement rate for FY2018 was set at 23.90%. The FY2017 
reimbursement rate was 61.55%. FY2016 funds were not received until FY2017, therefore FY2016 was 
artificially low and FY2017 was artificially inflated.  The reporting mechanism for reimbursement was revamped 
in FY2019 with a set FFP reimbursement rate of 35.32%.  Additionally, reimbursement is now quarterly 
allowing revenue to be allocated to the proper fiscal year. 

FY16 Actual 17,685            
FY17 Actual 128,035          
FY18 Actual 67,259            
FY19 Actual 11,500            
FY20 Actual 32,759            
FY21 Approved 29,000            
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Probate Judge – Marriage Licenses 
 A Marriage License is required before getting married in South Carolina.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute 20-1-370 and 20-1-375 
 

Fee Schedule:   Application Fee    $75.00 
     

The Probate Court remits $20.00 of the application fee to the State of South 
Carolina for the Domestic Violence Fund.  The remaining portion of the fee is 
retained by Probate Court. 

 
Exemptions: Mentally incompetent, blood relatives, and individuals under the age of 

sixteen cannot enter into a marriage contract. 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Daily 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Probate Court 

 

Fiscal History 

Marriage License fees are determined by the number of applications applied for each year.  This revenue 
tends to fluctuate from year to year based on volume.  A rate increase was instituted in FY20. 

FY16 Actual 12,689            
FY17 Actual 11,754            
FY18 Actual 12,744            
FY19 Actual 12,450            
FY20 Actual 14,074            
FY21 Approved 12,000            
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Assessor – Mobile Home Licenses 
South Carolina law requires a mobile home to be licensed within fifteen days after bringing a mobile home 
into this State, or the purchase of a mobile home in this State, or the relocation of a mobile home from one 
county to another within this State, for dwelling purposes.  The owner, rental agent, or person in possession 
shall obtain a license from the governing body of the county. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Law, Section 31-17-320  

Fee Schedule:   Mobile Home License Fee $5.00 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Assessor 

 

Fiscal History 

Mobile home licensing fees are determined by the number of licenses issued each year.  This revenue tends to 
fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 2,460               
FY17 Actual 2,700               
FY18 Actual 2,445               
FY19 Actual 3,260               
FY20 Actual 2,440               
FY21 Approved 2,700               
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Business Services – Business Licenses 
An annual license fee imposed on businesses operating in unincorporated Dorchester County.  These licenses 
must be obtained when a business is opened and renewed annually as long as the business is in operation.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 20-16 

Fee Schedule:
 

  

 

 
       
  
*Business License renewal deadline is April 30.  For non-payment of all or any part of the correct license tax, 
the License Official shall levy and collect a late penalty of five (5%) percent of the unpaid tax for each month or 
portion thereof after the due date until paid. 

101-1540-321.11-00 Licenses and Permits 
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Exemptions: Income from business done wholly outside of the County or within an 
incorporated municipality on which a license tax is paid to a municipality or to 
some other county shall be excluded from taxation. 

 Manufacturers’ exemption of income allocated and apportioned to a location 
outside of South Carolina.  

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

Business License revenue is determined by the number of businesses operating in the County each year.  This 
revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year depending on the economic conditions. However, the fee structure 
was increased and implemented in June 2017. 

FY16 Actual 729,267          
FY17 Actual 775,934          
FY18 Actual 1,594,765       
FY19 Actual 1,705,170       
FY20 Actual 2,077,310       
FY21 Approved 2,000,000       
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Building Services – Building Permits 
Fees are charged for the issuance of building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and gas permits as well as 
contractor licenses.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance Sections 6-1 and 6-47 

Fee Schedule:   Building Permit Fees: 

    Total Valuation    Fee 

    $1,000 and less    Issue and Filing Fee $30 
         Inspection Fee $30 
         Minimum $60 
 

$1,000 to $50,000 Issue and Filing Fee $30 plus $45 for 
the 1st $1,000 plus $5 for each 
additional $1,000 or fraction thereof, 
to, and including $50,000 

   
$50,000 to $100,000 Issue and Filing Fee $30 plus $290 

for the 1st $50,000 plus $4 for each 
additional $1,000 or fraction thereof, 
to, and including $100,000 

     
$100,000 to $500,000 Issue and Filing Fee $30 plus $490 

for the 1st $100,000 plus $3 for each 
additional $1,000 or fraction thereof, 
to, and including $500,000 

 
$500,000 and up Issue and Filing Fee $30 plus $1,690 

for the 1st $500,000 plus $2 for each 
additional $1,000 or fraction thereof 

 
***Valuation is calculated by multiplying the amount of square footage by cost per square foot for the 
occupancy and type of construction based on the most recent valuation tables recommended by the 
International Codes Council (ICC) effective January 1 or each current year. 
 
    Plan Checking Fee   ½ of the Building Permit Fee 
 
    Moving Permit Fee   $100.00 
     
    Demolition Permit Fee   $50.00 
 
    Re-Inspection Fees   $100.00 
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Electrical Permits    
    Issue and Filing Fee   $30.00 
    Inspection Fee    $30.00 

Minimum Fee $60.00 (Up to 200 amps. Each amp 
over 200, $.10/each) 

 
Gas Permits    

    Gas Safety   
  Issue and Filing Fee   $30.00 

      Inspection Fee    $30.00 
 
    New Service 
      Minimum Fee    $60.00 
      1 – 4 outlets    $10.00 
      5 or more outlets   $2 each 
 
    Mobile Home Set-Up 
    Issue and Filing Fee   $30.00 
    Inspection (2 required)   $75.00 
 
    Mechanical Permit 
    Based on Contract Cost 
    Issue and Filing Fee   $30.00 
    Plus: 

First $1,000 $45.00 plus $2/each additional 
$1,000 thereafter 

 
Plumbing Permit 
New Service and Repairs  
  Administrative Fee $30.00 
  Inspection Fee $30.00 
 
Plus: 
  Each Plumbing Fixture $2.50 
  Sewer/Septic $5.00 
  Hot Water Heater/Vent $2.50 
  Water Treatments Equip $2.50 
  Vacuum Breakers, up to 5 $2.50 (over 5, additional $1.50) 
  Clothes Washer $2.50 
  Dishwasher $2.50 
  Drinking Fountain $2.50 
  Waste Interceptor $5.00 
  Utility Sink $2.50 
  Laundry Tray $2.50 
  Irrigation Sprinklers, up to 5 $2.50/each (over 5, additional 

$1.50/each) 
 
Roofing 
Permit Fee based on signed contract value using valuations and fees 
listed in the building permit section plus the Issue and Filing Fees. 

     
    Pool Permit 
    Administrative Fee   $30.00 
    Inspection Fee    $30.00 
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Sprinkler Permit  
Permit Fee based on signed contract value using valuations and fees listed in 
the building permit section 
 
Contractor’s License     
Application Fee    $20.00 
Initial License     $50.00 
Renewal License   $50.00 
 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Building Services 

 

Fiscal History 

Building Permit fees are determined by the number of applications received each year and the market for 
construction.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year depending on the economy.  In FY16, Council 
approved moving to the 2014 ICC rates, updated annually each January. 

FY16 Actual 1,300,226       
FY17 Actual 1,411,145       
FY18 Actual 1,447,934       
FY19 Actual 1,381,070       
FY20 Actual 2,103,454       
FY21 Approved 1,750,000       
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Cable TV Franchise Fees 
Franchise fees are collected from four cable franchises (Berkeley Cable, Bellsouth, Time Warner and Knology) 
under an agreement allowing the operation of their business in Dorchester County.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization:  State Statute 58-9-210, 58-12-330 
Franchise agreements between Dorchester County and Berkeley 
Cable, Bellsouth, Time Warner aka Charter and Knology aka WOW. 

 

Fee Schedule:                 The holder of a state-issued certificate of franchise authority must pay Dorchester 
County a franchise fee equal to 5% of the holder's gross revenues received from 
(1) the provision of cable or video service to subscribers located within the 
unincorporated areas of Dorchester County, and (2) from advertising and home 
shopping services as allocated, advertising and home shopping services 
multiplied by the ratio of the number of subscribers in the unincorporated area of 
Dorchester County on the preceding January first to the total number of 
subscribers receiving cable or video service from such cable or video service 
provider on that date. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment: Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 
 
Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 
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Fiscal History 

Cable TV Franchise fees are determined by revenue collected by the cable companies Dorchester County has 
an agreement with and is directly related to the population of Dorchester County.  Prior to FY2021, these 
revenues were distributed 50/50 between the General Fund and the Recreation Fund per direction of County.  
Commencing in FY2021, as the Recreation Fund was absorbed into the General Fund, all revenue is posted to 
the General Fund. 

FY16 Actual 351,474          
FY17 Actual 360,905          
FY18 Actual 367,915          
FY19 Actual 394,006          
FY20 Actual 403,277          
FY21 Approved 790,000          
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Assessor – Maps & Publications 
Charges that consist of reproducing many different kinds of mapping photographs like aerial photos, 
apartment/condo locations, taxing district maps, County Council areas and Fire Department information as an example 
of some of these.  The fees for the publication services also covers custom query/reports requested, copies of 
office documents made for the general public and FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) requests.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive Approved by Council on 11/19/2012  

Fee Schedule: The charge for general copying of documents is $.50 per page.   
The fee schedule for other Services & Digital Data is below: 

 Letter (8.5x11)      $5.00 
 Legal (8.5x14)      $10.00 
 C (17x22)      $15.00 
 D (22x34)      $20.00 
 E (34x44)      $25.00 
 Other (large format, custom size)   $45.00 
 County Street Atlas Map Book (unbound)   $20.00 
 County Street Atlas Map Book (bound)   $25.00 
 
 *Custom map production, spec time with customer one draft for  
 review $60 per hour + print charge by size as specified above 
 
 RAW Point Cloud 1 meter posting 6cm rmse 
 Full Set Access to all LiDAR products   $25,000.00 
 First Tile      $1,000.00 
 Extra tiles order at same time    $500.00  

DEM and Hill shade – Full County   $500.00 
 GIS – Base or Parcel layers Shape file or GDB format $500.00 
 Audio recordings of hearing or conferences   $50.00 
 Disks Charge for media     $10.00 
 Appeals Packet (base charge $75.00 + $.50 per page) 

Custom reports/data extraction ($75.00 per request + $.05 per record) 
 
2003 Ortho Photography (Compressed SID MG3) unless specified   $1,000.00 
2007 Ortho Photography ½ foot (SID MG3) unless specified – per tile   $500.00 
2007 Ortho Photography ½ foot – Full County 198 gig Raw TIF    $2,000.00 
2007 Ortho Photography ½ foot – Full County 28 gig MrSID g3    $1,000.00 
2011 Ortho Photography 1 meter (ECW or TIFF) specified – Full County   $500.00 
 
Assessor’s Digital Information per Data Agreement type 
“CAMA” – Improvements characteristics and Values, with End Use Agreement  $1,000.00 
“CAMA” with quarterly updates – Annual Access for Resellers    $2,500.00 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Assessor
 

101-1808-370.12-00 Miscellaneous 
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Fiscal History 

Fees are collected depending on the volume of requests each year.  This revenue tends to fluctuate from year 
to year.  In FY19, the Town of Summerville contributed to Ortho Photography and Dimensioned Building 
footprints.  The 2nd of 2 installments was received in FY20. 

FY16 Actual 13,751            
FY17 Actual 9,856               
FY18 Actual 6,378               
FY19 Actual 20,938            
FY20 Actual 23,329            
FY21 Approved 9,000               
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Register of Deeds – Miscellaneous 
Revenue for documents received for recording that the payment is more than the amount due.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive 

Fee Schedule: If the overage is $5.00 or less, the payment is accepted and the overage is 
posted accordingly. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Per Occurrence 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Register of Deeds 

 

Fiscal History 

Due to the increase in electronic filings hosted by filing services, overpayments continue to decline. 

FY16 Actual 1,111               
FY17 Actual 1,031               
FY18 Actual 859                  
FY19 Actual 606                  
FY20 Actual 242                  
FY21 Approved 300                  
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Coroner – Miscellaneous 
Charges collected to recapture a portion of the cost of providing Coroner's reports as well as recouping costs of 
cremations.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive 

Fee Schedule:   Reports requested: 
    Autopsy Report   $150.00 
    Coroner’s Report  $20.00 
    Cremation Certificate  $25.00 
    Toxicology Report  $50.00 
    Entire Case File   $250.00 
    Picture Disc   $50.00 

Body Storage   $20.00/day 
*Cremation revenue received by families of victims as able to collect. 
 

Exemptions:   Victim’s Families are not charged for Coroner’s records 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Coroner 

 

Fiscal History 

Coroner revenues are determined by the number of cases handled each year.  This revenue is based on the 
call volume from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 8,610               
FY17 Actual 11,070            
FY18 Actual 11,430            
FY19 Actual 13,400            
FY20 Actual 13,305            
FY21 Approved 10,000            
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EMS – EMS Health Fair 
This reflects contributions that are donated by local businesses.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: N/A 

Fee Schedule: None 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County EMS 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue will fluctuate from year to year depending on Community Support. 

FY16 Actual 5,720               
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual -                        
FY21 Approved 3,000               
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EMS – Santa’s Ambul. Christmas 
This reflects contributions that are donated by local businesses.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: N/A 

Fee Schedule: None 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County EMS 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue will fluctuate from year to year depending on Community Support. 

FY16 Actual 281                  
FY17 Actual 275                  
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual 365                  
FY20 Actual 445                  
FY21 Approved 500                  
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Airport – Summerville FBO Rent 
A fee collected for fuel sold.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule:   $.05/gallon for 100 low lead 

    $.10/gallon for jet fuel 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year based on airport traffic. 

FY16 Actual 4,991               
FY17 Actual 4,836               
FY18 Actual 5,114               
FY19 Actual 4,196               
FY20 Actual 4,661               
FY21 Approved 4,400               
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Airport – Summerville Hangar Lease 
A fee collected for land lease that the hangars are on which are used for storing airplanes.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule: Land lease for single hangars, $100 per year.  Corporate leases, per lease 
agreement. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annual 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue should remain constant from year to year based on leases in place. 

FY16 Actual 3,847               
FY17 Actual 3,166               
FY18 Actual 3,366               
FY19 Actual 3,266               
FY20 Actual 3,266               
FY21 Approved 3,266               
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Clemson Internet Lease 
A fee collected for use of Dorchester County’s network at the Kenneth Waggoner Building.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement with Clemson University  

Fee Schedule:   $2,000 per year  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annual 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue is constant from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 2,000               
FY17 Actual 2,000               
FY18 Actual 2,000               
FY19 Actual 2,000               
FY20 Actual 2,000               
FY21 Approved 2,000               
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Uber Local Assessment Fee 
Local Assessment fee for trips originating in the county paid to the Office and Regulatory Staff and distributed 
to the Dorchester County.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Law Title 58, Chapter 23  

Fee Schedule: 99% of collected local assessment fee is distributed to the County, 1% 
retained by the Office of Regulatory Staff 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

A new state law was passed in FY2016. This revenue will fluctuate from year to year depending on volume. 

FY16 Actual 914                  
FY17 Actual 3,888               
FY18 Actual 8,372               
FY19 Actual 13,578            
FY20 Actual 10,076            
FY21 Approved 10,000            
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Delinquent Tax – Real Estate-Delinquent 
Revenue generated from the collection of delinquent real estate taxes.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37 

Fee Schedule: Ad Valorem Tax-Real Property Tax is based upon the assessment of the 
taxable value of real property in Dorchester County. The County anticipates 
not receiving the full assessment value in any given year. The current Real & 
Personal Collection rate is 96.04%. 

 
Exemptions: Homestead, Permanently Disabled, 4% Owner Occupied, Military, Agriculture, 

Jurisdiction 5 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

The economy impacts the amount of delinquent tax payments received.  

FY16 Actual 1,115,361       
FY17 Actual 1,113,334       
FY18 Actual 1,051,323       
FY19 Actual 1,192,674       
FY20 Actual 1,265,869       
FY21 Approved 1,200,000       

 -

 200,000

 400,000

 600,000

 800,000

 1,000,000

 1,200,000

 1,400,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved

 

  

101-1520-311.15-00 Taxes 



108 
 

Delinquent Tax – Excess Land Sale 
 Excess Land Sale represents remaining overages after taxes, assessments, penalties, and costs are paid out 
of the bid and remain unclaimed by owner of record.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code of Laws Title 12-51-130 

Fee Schedule: If neither claimed nor assigned within five years of date of public auction tax 
sale, the overage shall escheat to the General Fund of the governing body. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annual 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

The collection trend has fluctuated from year to year.   

 

FY16 Actual 78,569            
FY17 Actual 103,545          
FY18 Actual 113,334          
FY19 Actual 75,031            
FY20 Actual 181,751          
FY21 Approved 150,000          
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Delinquent Tax – FILOT-Delinquent 
The goal of FILOT is to encourage companies to create or expand qualified manufacturing, distribution, or 
research & development facilities, corporate office facilities or headquarters in Dorchester County.  Companies 
negotiate with the County to arrange a taxing system different from that embodied in the 
standard South Carolina taxation.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 44  

Fee Schedule: Determined on a case-by-case basis.  This fee is agreed on between 
Dorchester County and each individual business.  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

The economy impacts the amount of delinquent tax payments received. The collection trend has fluctuated 
from year to year.   

FY16 Actual 71,478            
FY17 Actual 179,859          
FY18 Actual 114,460          
FY19 Actual 123,507          
FY20 Actual 119,336          
FY21 Approved 85,000            
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Treasurer – Real Estate-Current 
Real Estate Tax is based upon the assessment of the taxable value of real estate in Dorchester County. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37 

Fee Schedule: Real Estate Tax is determined by calculating the total assessment value 
(multiply the fair market value by the assessment ratio) and multiplying this 
number by the millage rate. 

 
 The FY2021 (tax year 2020) millage is approximately 67.6 for (operating, 

capital & debt) 
 

The assessment ratio is as follows: 
Primary Residents--4% 
Other Residents--6% 
Agricultural Property (private)--4% 
Agricultural Property (corporation)--6% 

 
The County anticipates not receiving the full assessment value in any given 
year.  The current Real & Personal Collection rate is 96.04%. 
 
 

Exemptions: County Homestead provides property relief on taxes for South Carolinians 
who are 65 years-old or older, totally or permanently disabled or legally blind. 
The first $50,000 of the fair market value is exempt from taxes. 

 
Frequency of Collection: Real Estate taxes are billed annually in September and are due the following 

January. 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 
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Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.  Although increases are usually expected due to growth in 
the County, in more current year’s collections have improved.  A 1.1 millage increase was approved for FY19.  
FY20 reflects increased revenue due to reassessment, with an operational millage decrease of 1.2 mils.  

FY16 Actual 23,459,980    
FY17 Actual 24,318,112    
FY18 Actual 25,396,334    
FY19 Actual 27,101,867    
FY20 Actual 30,002,304    
FY21 Approved 31,021,662    
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Treasurer – Homestead Reimbursement 
The first $50,000 of the fair market value of the dwelling place of a person is exempt from county, municipal, 
school and special assessment real estate property taxes when the person has been a resident of this State 
for at least one year on or before December 31 of the year prior to exemption and meets one of the following 
requirements: 65-years-old, certified totally and permanently disabled by a State or Federal agency, legally 
blind and/or at least 50 years of age when an eligible spouse died and holds complete fee simple title or a life 
estate to the dwelling place. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37-250 

Fee Schedule: A citizen that claims residency and is not eligible, must repay the difference 
between the value of the property with and without the Homestead exemption. 

 
Exemptions:   None 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue has been largely stable with slight growth due to an increase in the number of residents eligible 
for the exemption. 

FY16 Actual 925,047          
FY17 Actual 962,140          
FY18 Actual 985,973          
FY19 Actual 1,034,242       
FY20 Actual 1,205,285       
FY21 Approved 1,034,242       
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Treasurer – Rollback Taxes-Current 
When real property which is in agricultural use and is being valued, assessed, and taxed, is applied to a use 
other than agricultural, it is subject to additional taxes, referred to as roll-back taxes, in an amount equal to the 
difference, if any, between the taxes paid or payable on the basis of the valuation and the assessment 
authorized hereunder and the taxes that would have been paid or payable had the real property been valued, 
assessed, and taxed as other real property in the taxing district, in the current tax year (the year of change in 
use) and each of the five tax years immediately preceding in which the real property was valued, assessed, 
and taxed.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 43-220 

Fee Schedule: Real Property assessed as Agricultural is reclassified as other than for 
agricultural use or when improvements are made a reassessment is done for 
the current year and five previous years. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Periodically 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.   

FY16 Actual 20,455            
FY17 Actual 40,039            
FY18 Actual 20,691            
FY19 Actual (124)                 
FY20 Actual 60,572            
FY21 Approved -                        
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Treasurer – Advance Mobile Home Taxes 
If a mobile home is to be removed beyond the boundaries of the county, any taxes that have been assessed 
for that calendar year must be paid in full, and if taxes have not yet been assessed for the calendar year in 
which the move is being made, the assessor shall provide the county auditor with an assessment and the 
auditor shall apply the previous year's millage. The county treasurer shall collect the taxes before issuing the 
requisite certificate to the licensing agent, and upon payment of any taxes, give the permit applicant a receipt 
showing that all taxes have been paid. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 31, Chapter 17-360 

Fee Schedule: Advanced Taxes collected when Mobile Homes is moved out of the county 
boundaries. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Periodically 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 2,031               
FY17 Actual 3,142               
FY18 Actual 1,625               
FY19 Actual 1,582               
FY20 Actual 2,062               
FY21 Approved 1,582               
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Treasurer – Manufacturing Exempt 
A county and municipality must be reimbursed for the revenue lost as a result of the business inventory tax 
exemption based on the 1987 tax year millage and 1987 tax year assessed value of inventories in the County 
and municipality.  This is credited annually, as provided in Section 11-11-150, to the Trust Fund for Tax Relief 
whatever amount is necessary to reimburse fully all counties and municipalities the required amount. The 
department shall make remittances of this reimbursement to a county and municipality in four equal payments. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37-450 

Fee Schedule:   Calculated by State using 1987 tax year assessment and millage 

Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 224,739          
FY17 Actual 220,379          
FY18 Actual 255,079          
FY19 Actual 288,565          
FY20 Actual 341,279          
FY21 Approved 288,565          
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Treasurer – Vehicles-Current 
Ad Valorem Taxes on Motor Vehicles is based on the assessment of the taxable value of motor vehicles in 
Dorchester County.

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37, Article 21 

Fee Schedule: Motor Vehicle Tax is determined by calculating the total assessment value 
(multiply the fair market value by the assessment ratio and multiplying this 
number by millage rate. 

  
The Assessment ratio: 

     Personal vehicle is 6% 
     Business vehicle is 10.5% 
 
Exemptions: This tax does not apply to motor vehicles operating under a manufacturer, 

dealer or research and development license plates.  There are other 
exemptions as Military, Purple Heart and disabilities certified by State or 
Federal agencies. 
 

Frequency of Collection: Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.  In more recent years, vehicle taxes have been on a steady 
incline most likely due to the improvement in the economy, residents buying newer cars, and more cars being 
registered in the County. Due to a change in how vehicles are valued by the State, a reduction in vehicle tax 
revenue was reflected in FY18 and FY19. 

FY16 Actual 3,582,428       
FY17 Actual 3,745,631       
FY18 Actual 3,669,857       
FY19 Actual 3,501,938       
FY20 Actual 3,983,390       
FY21 Approved 4,022,193       
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Treasurer – Fee-in-Lieu of Taxes 
Fee in Lieu of Taxes is to encourage companies to create or expand qualified manufacturing, distribution, or 
research & development facilities, corporate office facilities, or headquarters in Dorchester County.  

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 44 

Fee Schedule: A fee agreement must contain the requirement that a fee in lieu of property tax 
be paid as follows:  

 
During the exemption period, the sponsor shall pay, or be responsible for 
payment, to the County an annual fee payment in connection with the 
economical developed property which has been placed in service, in an 
amount not less than the property taxes that would be due on the economic 
development property if it were taxable but using:  

 
An assessment ratio of not less than six percent, or four percent for those 
projects qualifying under the enhanced investment definition;  

 
A millage rate that is, either:  
1) Fixed for the life of the fee; or  
2) Is allowed to increase or decrease every fifth year in step with the average 
cumulative actual millage rate applicable to the project based upon the 
preceding five-year period; and  

 
A fair market value for the economic development property using the original 
tax base for South Carolina income tax purposes less depreciation allowable 
for property tax purposes, except that the sponsor is not entitled to 
extraordinary obsolescence.   
 
Based on Agreement between County Council and the “Business” according 
to guidelines in the SC Code of Laws 

 
Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 
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Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 805,719          
FY17 Actual 851,033          
FY18 Actual 974,220          
FY19 Actual 939,164          
FY20 Actual 1,101,319       
FY21 Approved 939,164          
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Treasurer – Motor Carrier FILOT 
The Department of Revenue (DOR) shall assess annually the taxes due based on the value determined in 
Section 12-37-2820 and an average millage for all purposes statewide for the preceding calendar year and 
shall publish the average millage for the preceding year by June 1 of each year. The taxes assessed must be 
paid to the Department of Revenue no later than December 31 of each year and may be made in two equal 
installments. Distribution of the taxes paid must be made by the State Treasurer's Office based on the 
distribution formula contained in Section 12-37-2870. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37, Article 23 

Fee Schedule: The distribution for each county must be determined on the ratio of total 
federal and state highway miles within each county during the preceding 
calendar year to the total federal and state highway miles within all counties of 
this State during the same preceding calendar year. The county must 
distribute the revenue from the payment-in-lieu of taxes received pursuant to 
this section within thirty days of its receipt to every governmental entity levying 
a property tax in the manner set forth below. For each governmental entity 
levying a property tax, the entire assessed value of the taxable property within 
its boundaries and the county area must be multiplied by the millage rate 
imposed by the governmental entity. That figure constitutes the numerator for 
that governmental entity. The total of the numerators for all property tax 
levying entities within the county area constitutes the denominator. The 
numerator for each governmental entity must be divided by the denominator. 
The resulting percentage must be multiplied by the payment-in-lieu of tax 
revenue received pursuant to this section and that amount distributed to the 
general fund of the appropriate governmental entity. The distribution of taxes 
and fees paid must be made by the last day of the next month succeeding the 
month in which the taxes and fees were paid. 
 
The Department of Revenue shall assess annually the taxes due based on the 
value and an average millage for all purposes statewide for the preceding 
calendar year. The taxes assessed must be paid to the Department of 
Revenue no later than December 31 of each year and may be made in two 
equal installments. Distribution of the taxes paid must be made by the State 
Treasurer's Office based on the distribution formula contained in Section 12-
37-2870 

 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  The distribution of taxes and fees paid must be made by the last day of  
the next month succeeding the month in which the taxes and fees were paid. 

 
Method of Payment: Payments are made by the Motor Carrier to the DOR and the DOR distributes 

the funds to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 
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Fiscal History 

Revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year but seems to be on an upward trend. 

FY16 Actual 55,688            
FY17 Actual 67,109            
FY18 Actual 73,704            
FY19 Actual 89,745            
FY20 Actual 50,871            
FY21 Approved 89,745            
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Treasurer – Merchants Inventory Tax 
A county and municipality must be reimbursed for the revenue lost as a result of the business inventory tax 
exemption based on the 1987 tax year millage and 1987 tax year assessed value of inventories in the county 
and municipality. If an amount of reimbursement to a political subdivision within a county is attributable to a 
separate millage for debt service for any purpose, the appropriate reimbursement amount must be 
redistributed proportionately when the debt is paid to the other separate millage levied by the political 
subdivision within the county for the 1987 tax year. This is credited annually, as provided in Section 11-11-150, 
to the Trust Fund for Tax Relief whatever amount is necessary to reimburse fully all counties and municipalities 
the required amount. The Department of Revenue shall make remittances of this reimbursement to a county 
and municipality in four equal payments. 

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37-450  

Fee Schedule: The Reimbursement is based on the 1987 tax year millage and 1987 tax year 
assessed value of inventories in the county and municipality. 

 
Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection: Quarterly 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

In 1976, South Carolina enacted into law the Merchant Inventory Tax. The tax, based upon the assessed 
value of merchants’ inventories was repealed in 1990. Currently, counties and municipalities receive the 
1987 funding level each year.  

FY16 Actual 67,841            
FY17 Actual 67,841            
FY18 Actual 67,841            
FY19 Actual 67,841            
FY20 Actual 67,841            
FY21 Approved 67,841            
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Treasurer – Legal Res Audit Penalties 
Penalty imposed on property improperly claiming exemption for primary owner-occupied residence.  This 
penalty and any interest are considered ad valorem taxes due on the property for purposes of collection and 
enforcement. 

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 43-220 (vii)(A)  

Fee Schedule: 100% of the tax paid at 4%, plus interest of 1 ½ % a month, but in no case 
less than $30 nor more than the current year’s taxes. 

 
Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection: Quarterly 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

County Council approved the Legal Residence Audit for FY2018 budget; the goal of the program is to recover 
property tax revenue, owed to the County and school districts, by discovering and collecting on improperly 
claimed exemptions. After the initial identification of properties incorrectly claiming owner-occupied status, 
revenue has decreased to reflect a more realistic revenue stream. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 118,182          
FY19 Actual 110,570          
FY20 Actual 19,285            
FY21 Approved 25,000            
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E911 – Municipal Radio User Fee 
A fee shall be collected from the Town of St. George, Ridgeville, and Harleyville for Palmetto 800 radio ID 
subscriber fees.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive 

Fee Schedule: St. George, Ridgeville, and Harleyville are billed quarterly at a rate determined 
by Palmetto 800 Invoicing. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Business Services 

 

Fiscal History 

Collection of Radio User Fees began in FY17 due to a decision by County Administration to begin charging the 
municipalities for their service.   

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual 9,491               
FY18 Actual 9,242               
FY19 Actual 13,931            
FY20 Actual 13,390            
FY21 Approved 13,750            
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E911 – Service Charge-Telephone 
A fee shall be collected from telecommunication providers for active landline telephone lines. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Title 23 – Chapter 47 – Public Safety Communications 

 Dorchester Code of Ordinances – Chapter 12 – Article 2 

Fee Schedule: .99 per telephone line 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Monthly 

Method of Payment: Fees are collected from local telecommunication providers  

Revenue Collector: Dorchester County Emergency Management  

 

Fiscal History 

Revenue is expected to decrease as residences are moving from landline telephones to exclusively using 
cellular. 

FY16 Actual 260,750       
FY17 Actual 257,941       
FY18 Actual 283,865       
FY19 Actual 228,695       
FY20 Actual 213,247       
FY21 Approved 223,833       
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E911 – Service Charge-Cell 
A fee shall be collected from SC Department of Revenue and Fiscal Affairs for wireless carrier surcharges.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Title 23 – Chapter 47 – Public Safety Communications 

Fee Schedule: The SC Office of Revenue and Fiscal Affairs utilizes a formula based on the 
total monthly revenues in their interest-bearing account and number of 
wireless 911 calls (by jurisdiction) to determine how much money is allocated 
to each jurisdiction on a quarterly basis. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment: Wireless surcharge fees are collected from SC Office of Revenue and Fiscal 
Affairs 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Emergency Management  

 

Fiscal History 

Revenue is expected to fluctuate as it is based on wireless call volume. 

 

FY16 Actual 166,412         
FY17 Actual 146,895         
FY18 Actual 154,727         
FY19 Actual 180,121         
FY20 Actual 194,864         
FY21 Approved 192,102         
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E911 – State Grant Revenues 
Funds shall be collected from SC Department of Revenue and Fiscal Affairs for eligible 911 expenses (e.g. 
select maintenance contracts, equipment, technology, and training).

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Title 23 – Chapter 47 – Public Safety Communications 

Fee Schedule: 80% reimbursement on eligible expenses; 100% on GIS-related expenses  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment: Reimbursements are collected from the SC Office of Revenue and Fiscal 
Affairs 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Emergency Management  

 

Fiscal History 

These numbers fluctuate as projects vary from year to year – some projects yield a larger reimbursement than 
others based on their scope. 

 

FY16 Actual 146,288    
FY17 Actual 127,981    
FY18 Actual 215,385    
FY19 Actual 197,335    
FY20 Actual 319,161    
FY21 Approved 180,500    
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Fire Department – Contract-Town of Harleyville 
A fee collected from the Town of Harleyville for providing fire protection services in the corporate limits of 
Harleyville.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement between Dorchester County and the Town of 
Harleyville. 

Fee Schedule: The Town shall pay the County the revenue generated from ad valorem 
property taxes assessed against all property, both real and personal, within 
the corporate limits of the Town at the current millage rate, set at 21.2 mills for 
FY21. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Contract fees are determined by the ad valorem property taxes assessed against all property within the 
corporate limits of the Town at a millage rate of 21.2 mills. The annual contract has been terminated as of June 
30th, 2020. All Fire Protection Services are billed through Dorchester County beginning in FY21. 

FY16 Actual 26,646            
FY17 Actual 25,826            
FY18 Actual 27,055            
FY19 Actual 25,731            
FY20 Actual 43,149            
FY21 Approved -                        
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Fire Department – Contract-Town of Ridgeville 
A fee collected from the Town of Ridgeville for providing fire protection services in the corporate limits of 
Ridgeville.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement between Dorchester County and the Town of 
Ridgeville. 

Fee Schedule: The Town shall pay the County the revenue generated from ad valorem 
property taxes assessed against all property, both real and personal, within 
the corporate limits of the Town at a current millage rate set at 21.2 mills for 
FY21. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Contract fees are determined by the ad valorem property taxes assessed against all property within the 
corporate limits of the Town at a millage rate of 21.2 mills. This revenue will fluctuate from year to year 
depending on property values within the Town of Ridgeville. The annual contract has been terminated as of 
June 30th, 2020. All Fire Protection Services are billed through Dorchester County beginning in FY21. 

FY16 Actual 58,186            
FY17 Actual 29,093            
FY18 Actual 30,162            
FY19 Actual 70,169            
FY20 Actual 107,067          
FY21 Approved -                        

 -

 20,000

 40,000

 60,000

 80,000

 100,000

 120,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved

 

385-2266-342.31-00 Charges for Services 



129 
 

Fire Department – Contract-Town of St. George 
A fee collected from the Town of St. George for providing fire protection services in the corporate limits of St. 
George.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement between Dorchester County and the Town of St 
George. 

Fee Schedule: The Town shall pay the County the revenue generated from ad valorem 
property taxes assessed against all property, both real and personal, within 
the corporate limits of the Town at a current millage rate set at 21.2 mills for 
FY21. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Tax collections posted monthly by the Treasurer’s Office 

Method of Payment:  Taxes are retained by the Dorchester County Treasurer’s Office 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Contract fees are determined by the ad valorem property taxes assessed against all property within the 
corporate limits of the Town at a millage rate of 21.2 mills.  This revenue will fluctuate from year to year 
depending on property values within the Town of St. George. The annual contract has been terminated as of 
June 30th, 2020. All Fire Protection Services are billed through Dorchester County beginning in FY21. 

FY16 Actual 387,851          
FY17 Actual 127,114          
FY18 Actual 149,341          
FY19 Actual 140,711          
FY20 Actual 150,136          
FY21 Approved -                        
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385-2266-342.32-00 Charges for Services 
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Fire Department – Fire Rescue Services 
A fee collected for emergency services provided/rendered at the sites of motor vehicle incidents to recover 
costs incurred for providing these services.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement between DCFR and Fire Recovery USA, LLC, County 
Ordinance 15-16 

Fee Schedule: Fire Recovery USA shall bill the responsible party on behalf of DCFR for 
services provided/rendered.  Fire Recovery USA agrees to reimburse DCFR a 
portion of the monies collected at a rate of 80% of the total monies collected 
on claims.  Rate Structure for fees are based on the attached schedule 
established in FY 2015-2016. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Monthly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Fire Rescue 

 

Fiscal History 

Fire Rescue fees depend on the volume of calls the Fire Department responds to in any given year. This 
revenue will fluctuate from year to year depending on call volume.   

FY16 Actual 21,144            
FY17 Actual 41,891            
FY18 Actual 40,193            
FY19 Actual 69,723            
FY20 Actual 37,423            
FY21 Approved 30,000            
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385-2266-342.34-00 Charges for Services 
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Fire Department – Contribution-Donation 
This is a contribution that is given annually by Giant Cement Holdings for emergency services provided by 
Dorchester County Fire Rescue.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement with Giant Cement Holding Company 

Fee Schedule: Giant Cement agreed to pay DCFR $10,000 per year for 10 years.   

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Fire Rescue 

 

Fiscal History 

This annual contribution to Fire Rescue is part of a settlement agreement between Giant Cement Holdings and 
the United Steel Workers dated 8/14/2008.  This revenue was contractually set at $100,000, with $10,000 
annual payments to begin in 2009 and the last payment on or before September 1, 2019. 

FY16 Actual 12,000            
FY17 Actual 10,000            
FY18 Actual 10,000            
FY19 Actual 10,000            
FY20 Actual 430                  
FY21 Approved -                        
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385-2266-365.25-00 Interest 
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Treasurer – Treasurer’s Interest 
Revenue generated from interest on bonds and cash on hand. 

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: N/A  

Fee Schedule: The rate of return on investments varies with the type of account. 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection: Daily 
 
Method of Payment:  Bank posts interest to bank accounts 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Interest is determined by the cash on hand in the County’s bank accounts each year.  This revenue depends 
on current interest rates and the amount of money available to be invested.  The absorption of Old Fort Fire 
District increased the amount of cash on hand for FY18 resulting in higher interest payments.  

FY16 Actual 1,024               
FY17 Actual 4,835               
FY18 Actual 29,523            
FY19 Actual 23,197            
FY20 Actual 15,582            
FY21 Approved 20,000            
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385-1585-361.12-00 Interest 
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Fire Department – Fire Rescue Day 
This reflects contributions that are donated by local businesses to sponsor food and activities associated with 
Fire Rescue Day.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: N/A 

Fee Schedule: None  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Fire Rescue 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue will fluctuate from year to year depending on Community Support. 

FY16 Actual 900                  
FY17 Actual 2,400               
FY18 Actual 1,500               
FY19 Actual 700                  
FY20 Actual 1,050               
FY21 Approved 2,000               
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385-2266-365.39-00 Miscellaneous 
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Delinquent Tax – Real Estate-Delinquent 
Revenue generated from the collection of delinquent real estate taxes.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37 

Fee Schedule: Ad Valorem Tax-Real Property Tax is based upon the assessment of the 
taxable value of real property in Dorchester County. The County anticipates 
not receiving the full assessment value in any given year. The current Real & 
Personal Collection rate is 96.04%. 

 
Exemptions:   Homestead exemption 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

The economy impacts the amount of delinquent tax payments received. 
 

FY16 Actual 113,059          
FY17 Actual 150,121          
FY18 Actual 208,666          
FY19 Actual 246,709          
FY20 Actual 263,516          
FY21 Approved 246,709          
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385-1520-311.15-00 Taxes 
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Delinquent Tax – FILOT-Delinquent 
The goal of FILOT is to encourage companies to create or expand qualified manufacturing, distribution, or 
research & development facilities, corporate office facilities, or headquarters in Dorchester County.  
Companies negotiate with the County to arrange a taxing system different from that embodied in the 
standard South Carolina taxation.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 44  

Fee Schedule: Determined on a case-by-case basis.  This fee is agreed on between 
Dorchester County and each individual business. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

The economy impacts the amount of delinquent tax payments received. The collection trend has fluctuated 
from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 14,815            
FY17 Actual 58,696            
FY18 Actual 46,564            
FY19 Actual 20,585            
FY20 Actual 43,865            
FY21 Approved 20,585            
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385-1520-311.51-00 Taxes 
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Treasurer – Real Estate-Current 
Real Estate Tax is based upon the assessment of the taxable value of real estate in Dorchester County. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37 

Fee Schedule: Real Estate Tax is determined by calculating the total assessment value 
(multiply the fair market value by the assessment ratio) and multiplying this 
number by the millage rate. 

 
 The FY2021 (tax year 2020) millage is approximately 21.2 for Fire Service 

(operating & debt). 
 

The assessment ratio is as follows: 
Primary Residents--4% 
Other Residents--6% 
Agricultural Property (private)--4% 
Agricultural Property (corporation)--6% 

 
The County anticipates not receiving the full assessment value in any given 
year.  The current Real & Personal Collection rate is 96.04%. 
 

Exemptions: County Homestead provides property relief on taxes for South Carolinians 
who are 65 years-old or older, totally or permanently disabled or legally blind. 
The first $50,000 of the fair market value is exempt from taxes. 

 
Frequency of Collection: Real Estate taxes are billed annually in September and are due the following 

January. 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

385-1585-311.11-00 Taxes 
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Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.  Increases are usually expected due to growth in the County 
and in more current year’s collections seem to have improved.  An increase in revenue commencing mid-FY17 
was recognized due to Dorchester County absorbing Old Fort Fire Districts 202 & 209. FY18 reflects a full year 
of revenue including Old Fort Fire Districts.  A 2.2 millage increase was approved for FY20. FY20 also reflects 
the dissolvement of the Ashley River Fire District. As of FY21, all Fire Protection Services are billed through 
Dorchester County including services for the Town of Harleyville, St. George, Reevesville, and Ridgeville.  

FY16 Actual 1,516,599       
FY17 Actual 1,987,475       
FY18 Actual 4,043,600       
FY19 Actual 4,219,674       
FY20 Actual 5,406,126       
FY21 Approved 5,776,190       
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Treasurer – Homestead Reimbursement 
The first $50,000 of the fair market value of the dwelling place of a person is exempt from county, municipal, 
school and special assessment real estate property taxes when the person has been a resident of this State 
for at least one year on or before December 31 of the year prior to exemption and meet one of the following 
requirements: 65- years-old, certified totally and permanently disabled by a State or Federal agency, legally 
blind and/or at least 50 years of age when an eligible spouse died and holds complete fee simple title or a life 
estate to the dwelling place. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37-250 

Fee Schedule: A resident that claims residency and is not eligible, must repay the difference 
between the value of the property with and without the Homestead exemption. 

 
Exemptions:   None 
 
Frequency of Collection:  An as needed basis 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue has been largely stable with slight growth due to an increase in the number of residents eligible 
for the exemption. 

FY16 Actual 79,565            
FY17 Actual 122,294          
FY18 Actual 190,691          
FY19 Actual 194,989          
FY20 Actual 256,372          
FY21 Approved 194,988          
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385-1585-311.12-00 Taxes 
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Treasurer – Rollback Taxes-Current 
When real property which is in agricultural use and is being valued, assessed, and taxed, is applied to a use 
other than agricultural, it is subject to additional taxes, referred to as roll-back taxes, in an amount equal to the 
difference, if any, between the taxes paid or payable on the basis of the valuation and the assessment 
authorized hereunder and the taxes that would have been paid or payable had the real property been valued, 
assessed, and taxed as other real property in the taxing district, in the current tax year (the year of change in 
use) and each of the five tax years immediately preceding in which the real property was valued, assessed, 
and taxed.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 43-220 

Fee Schedule: Real Property assessed as Agricultural is reclassified as other than for 
agricultural use or when improvements are made a reassessment is done for 
the current year and five previous years. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Periodically 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.   

FY16 Actual 846                  
FY17 Actual 9,138               
FY18 Actual 4,396               
FY19 Actual (44)                   
FY20 Actual 15,793            
FY21 Approved -                        
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Treasurer – Advance Mobile Home Taxes 
If the mobile home is to be removed beyond the boundaries of the County, any taxes that have been assessed 
for that calendar year must be paid in full, and if taxes have not yet been assessed for the calendar year in 
which the move is being made, the assessor shall provide the county auditor with an assessment and the 
auditor shall apply the previous year's millage. The County Treasurer shall collect the taxes before issuing the 
requisite certificate to the licensing agent, and upon payment of any taxes, give the permit applicant a receipt 
showing that all taxes have been paid. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 31, Chapter 17-360 

Fee Schedule: Advanced Taxes collected when Mobile Homes are moved out of the County 
boundaries. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Periodically 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 330                  
FY17 Actual 652                  
FY18 Actual 363                  
FY19 Actual 443                  
FY20 Actual 489                  
FY21 Approved 443                  
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385-1585-311.14-00 Taxes 
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Treasurer – Manufacturing Exempt 
A county and municipality must be reimbursed for the revenue lost as a result of the business inventory tax 
exemption based on the 1987 tax year millage and 1987 tax year assessed value of inventories in the county 
and municipality.  This is credited annually, as provided in Section 11-11-150, to the Trust Fund for Tax Relief 
whatever amount is necessary to reimburse fully all counties and municipalities the required amount. The 
department shall make remittances of this reimbursement to a county and municipality in four equal payments. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37-450 

Fee Schedule:   Calculated by State using 1987 tax year assessment and millage 

Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.  An increase in revenue commencing FY17 was recognized 
due to Dorchester County absorbing Old Fort Fire Districts 202 & 209. FY20 reflects the dissolvement of the 
Ashley River Fire District.  

FY16 Actual 39,712            
FY17 Actual 61,173            
FY18 Actual 56,309            
FY19 Actual 66,129            
FY20 Actual 99,494            
FY21 Approved 66,129            
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385-1585-311.19-00 Taxes 
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Treasurer – Vehicles-Current 
Ad Valorem Taxes on Motor Vehicles is based on the assessment of the taxable value of motor vehicles in 
Dorchester County.

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37, Article 21 

Fee Schedule: Motor Vehicle Tax is determined by calculating the total assessment value 
(multiply the fair market value by the assessment ration) and multiplying this 
number by millage rate. 

  
The Assessment ratio: 

     Personal vehicle is 6% 
     Business vehicle is 10.5% 
 
Exemptions: This tax does not apply to motor vehicles operating under a manufacturer, 

dealer or research and development license plates.  There are other 
exemptions as Military, Purple Heart and disabilities certified by State or 
Federal agencies. 
 

Frequency of Collection: Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.  In more recent years, vehicle taxes have been on a steady 
incline most likely due to the improvement in the economy, residents buying newer cars, and more cars being 
registered in the County.  An increase in revenue commencing mid-FY17 was recognized due to Dorchester 
County absorbing Old Fort Fire Districts 202 & 209. FY18 reflects a full year of revenue including Old Fort Fire 
Districts. FY20 reflects the dissolvement of the Ashley River Fire District.  

FY16 Actual 254,691          
FY17 Actual 368,804          
FY18 Actual 638,241          
FY19 Actual 615,191          
FY20 Actual 732,605          
FY21 Approved 720,000          
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385-1585-311.41-00 Taxes 
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Treasurer – Fee-in-Lieu of Taxes 
Fee in Lieu of Taxes is to encourage companies to create or expand qualified manufacturing, distribution, or 
research & development facilities, corporate office facilities, or headquarters in Dorchester County.  

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 44 

Fee Schedule: A fee agreement must contain the requirement that a fee in lieu of property tax 
be paid as follows:  

 
During the exemption period, the sponsor shall pay, or be responsible for 
payment, to the county an annual fee payment in connection with the 
economical developed property which has been placed in service, in an 
amount not less than the property taxes that would be due on the economic 
development property if it were taxable but using:  

 
An assessment ratio of not less than six percent, or four percent for those 
projects qualifying under the enhanced investment definition;  

 
A millage rate that is, either:  
1) Fixed for the life of the fee; or  
2) Is allowed to increase or decrease every fifth year in step with the average 
cumulative actual millage rate applicable to the project based upon the 
preceding five-year period; and  

 
A fair market value for the economic development property using the original 
tax base for South Carolina income tax purposes less depreciation allowable 
for property tax purposes, except that the sponsor is not entitled to 
extraordinary obsolescence.   
 
Based on Agreement between County Council and the “Business” according 
to guidelines in the SC Code of Laws 

 
Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

385-1585-311.51-00 Taxes 
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Fiscal History 

This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year.  An increase in revenue commencing mid-FY17 was 
recognized due to Dorchester County absorbing Old Fort Fire Districts 202 & 209.  FY18 reflects a full year of 
revenue including Old Fort Fire Districts. FY20 reflects the dissolvement of the Ashley River Fire District. 

FY16 Actual 134,930          
FY17 Actual 246,199          
FY18 Actual 281,381          
FY19 Actual 275,061          
FY20 Actual 355,800          
FY21 Approved 275,061          
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Treasurer – Motor Carrier FILOT 
The Department of Revenue (DOR) shall assess annually the taxes due based on the value determined in 
Section 12-37-2820 and an average millage for all purposes statewide for the preceding calendar year and 
shall publish the average millage for the preceding year by June 1 of each year. The taxes assessed must be 
paid to the Department of Revenue no later than December 31 of each year and may be made in two equal 
installments. Distribution of the taxes paid must be made by the State Treasurer's Office based on the 
distribution formula contained in Section 12-37-2870. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37, Article 23 

Fee Schedule: The distribution for each county must be determined on the ratio of total 
federal and state highway miles within each county during the preceding 
calendar year to the total federal and state highway miles within all counties of 
this State during the same preceding calendar year. The county must 
distribute the revenue from the payment-in-lieu of taxes received pursuant to 
this section within thirty days of its receipt to every governmental entity levying 
a property tax in the manner set forth below. For each governmental entity 
levying a property tax, the entire assessed value of the taxable property within 
its boundaries and the county area must be multiplied by the millage rate 
imposed by the governmental entity. That figure constitutes the numerator for 
that governmental entity. The total of the numerators for all property tax 
levying entities within the county area constitutes the denominator. The 
numerator for each governmental entity must be divided by the denominator. 
The resulting percentage must be multiplied by the payment-in-lieu of tax 
revenue received pursuant to this section and that amount distributed to the 
general fund of the appropriate governmental entity. The distribution of taxes 
and fees paid must be made by the last day of the next month succeeding the 
month in which the taxes and fees were paid. 
 
The Department of Revenue shall assess annually the taxes due based on the 
value and an average millage for all purposes statewide for the preceding 
calendar year. The taxes assessed must be paid to the Department of 
Revenue no later than December 31 of each year and may be made in two 
equal installments. Distribution of the taxes paid must be made by the State 
Treasurer's Office based on the distribution formula contained in Section 12-
37-2870 

 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  The distribution of taxes and fees paid must be made by the last day of  
the next month succeeding the month in which the taxes and fees were paid. 

 
Method of Payment: Payments are made by the Motor Carrier to the DOR and the DOR distributes 

the funds to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

  

385-1585-311.52-00 Taxes 
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Fiscal History 

An increase in revenue commencing mid-FY17 was recognized due to Dorchester County absorbing Old Fort 
Fire Districts 202 & 209. FY18 reflects a full year of revenue including Old Fort Fire Districts. FY20 reflects the 
dissolvement of the Ashley River Fire District. 

FY16 Actual 3,924               
FY17 Actual 5,238               
FY18 Actual 11,744            
FY19 Actual 14,310            
FY20 Actual 8,437               
FY21 Approved 14,310            
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Treasurer – Merchants Inventory Tax 
A county and municipality must be reimbursed for the revenue lost as a result of the business inventory tax 
exemption based on the 1987 tax year millage and 1987 tax year assessed value of inventories in the county 
and municipality. If an amount of reimbursement to a political subdivision within a county is attributable to a 
separate millage for debt service for any purpose, the appropriate reimbursement amount must be 
redistributed proportionately when the debt is paid to the other separate millage levied by the political 
subdivision within the county for the 1987 tax year. There is credited annually, as provided in Section 11-11-
150, to the Trust Fund for Tax Relief whatever amount is necessary to reimburse fully all counties and 
municipalities the required amount. The Department of Revenue shall make remittances of this reimbursement 
to a county and municipality in four equal payments. 

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   
 

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: State Statute Title 12, Chapter 37-450  

Fee Schedule: The Reimbursement is based on the 1987 tax year millage and 1987 tax year 
assessed value of inventories in the County and municipality. 

 
Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection: Quarterly 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

In 1976, South Carolina enacted into law the Merchant Inventory Tax. The tax, based upon the assessed 
value of merchants’ inventories was repealed in 1990. Currently, counties and municipalities receive the 
1987 funding level each year. The increase in revenue in FY20 is due to the dissolvement of the Ashley River 
Fire District.   

FY16 Actual 38                    
FY17 Actual 38                    
FY18 Actual 2,375               
FY19 Actual 2,375               
FY20 Actual 4,203               
FY21 Approved 2,375               
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Water & Sewer – Sewer/Water Miscellaneous 
Fees collected for various actions required by W&S staff, such as, tampering with the W&S  
system, after hours calls, collection fees, backflow fees and plan review fees.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   $500 Plan Review Fees 
    $100 Tampering Fee 
    $25 Collection Fee 
    $50 per hour after hours 
    $25 Running Water Fee 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sewer/Water Miscellaneous fees are determined by the amount of time or action required by DCW&S 
staff.  

FY16 Actual 107,658          
FY17 Actual 112,297          
FY18 Actual 127,751          
FY19 Actual 257,151          
FY20 Actual 263,098          
FY21 Approved 205,088          
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Water & Sewer – Bad Check Fees 
A fee charged to customers for returned payments.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   $30.00 per returned item 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Bad Check Fees are determined by the number of returned checks. 

FY16 Actual 18,166            
FY17 Actual 16,448            
FY18 Actual 18,925            
FY19 Actual 15,060            
FY20 Actual 14,010            
FY21 Approved 15,120            
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Water & Sewer – Credit Card Fees 
A fee charged on credit card payments.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   $2.50 for customer that call office and DSR assist. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Credit card fees are determined by the amount of payments processed through credit cards. In previous years, 
a third-party billing system was utilized which collected the credit card fees externally. In FY20, Dorchester 
County took over the collection of credit card fees resulting in the increase in revenue.  

FY16 Actual 394                  
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual -                        
FY19 Actual (4)                     
FY20 Actual 21,917            
FY21 Approved 23,542            
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Water & Sewer – Sewer Fee-Computer Billings 
A sewer fee collected for monthly usage by residential and commercial customers.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-207, Appendix B 

Fee Schedule:   Monthly Residential Flat Rate  $44.80 
 
    Metered, Commercial/Industrial: 
    Monthly Base (0 – 7,000 gallons) $44.80    
    7,001+ (cost per 1,000 gallons)      8.30 
 
    
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sewer rates are determined by the number of residential accounts and the commercial account usage. 
This revenue source will increase based on the number of new residential and commercial customers that are 
added to the system. County Council approved a rate increase of 12% for Fiscal Years 2021-2023. In FY2024, 
the sewer increase will be 9% and in FY2025 the increase will be 8%. 

FY16 Actual 11,636,006    
FY17 Actual 12,134,980    
FY18 Actual 12,751,507    
FY19 Actual 13,149,440    
FY20 Actual 14,392,295    
FY21 Approved 17,844,415    
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Water & Sewer – Water Fee-Computer Billings 
A water fee collected for monthly usage by residential and commercial customers.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-207, Appendix B 

Fee Schedule:   Monthly usage rate is based on gallons used at time of meter readings: 
    0-3,000     $27.63 (minimum charge) 
    3,001-7,000 (per thousand gallons) $3.48 
    All over 7,001 (per thousand gallons) $3.77 
 
    SC DHEC Fee    $0.50/month 
 
    Minimum Monthly charges shall be based upon Meter Size:   
    3/4”     $27.63 
    1”     $48.63 
    1-1/2”     $91.73 
    2”     $139.26 
    3”     $223.25 
    4”     $321.61 
    6”     $466.39 
    8”     $527.18 
    10”     $587.97   
    12”     $648.75 
         
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 
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Fiscal History 

Water rates are determined by residential and commercial account usage. This revenue source will 
increase based on the number of new residential and commercial customers added to the system. County 
Council approved a rate increase of 10.5% in FY2021 and FY2022. The rate will increase by 5% in Fiscal 
Years 2023, 2024, and 2025.  
 

FY16 Actual 3,955,745       
FY17 Actual 4,292,039       
FY18 Actual 4,297,849       
FY19 Actual 4,516,340       
FY20 Actual 4,785,400       
FY21 Approved 5,533,374       
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Water & Sewer – Sewer Fees – CPW 
Charleston Water System bills and collects the sewer fee for Dorchester County with their water charges in 
designated areas. 

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-207, Appendix B 

Fee Schedule:   Monthly Residential Flat Rate  $44.80 
 
    Metered, Commercial/Industrial: 
    Monthly Base (0 – 7,000 gallons) $44.80    
    7,001+ (cost per 1,000 gallons)      8.30 
 
     
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sewer rates are determined by the number of residential accounts and the usage by the commercial 
accounts. Charleston Water System charges Dorchester County Water & Sewer a 5% fee of the amount billed. 
County Council approved a rate increase of 12% for Fiscal Years 2021-2023. In FY2024, the rate increase will 
be 9% and in FY2025 the increase will be 8%. 
 

FY16 Actual 2,423,031       
FY17 Actual 2,302,201       
FY18 Actual 2,521,479       
FY19 Actual 2,532,792       
FY20 Actual 2,580,754       
FY21 Approved 2,837,233       
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Water & Sewer – Origination Fees 
A fee charged for establishing each residential or commercial account in the utility billing system and  
for establishing a grease trap account.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   $25.00 per new residential account 
    $100.00 per new commercial account 
    $25.00 per grease trap account 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Origination fees are determined by the number of customers that apply for service.  
 

FY16 Actual 179,892          
FY17 Actual 192,804          
FY18 Actual 185,322          
FY19 Actual 167,614          
FY20 Actual 208,437          
FY21 Approved 171,718          
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Water & Sewer – Late Fees 
A fee charged when a bill is not paid by a designated date and for reconnection after the customer’s service is 
cutoff.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   $5.00 Past Due Fee 
    $50.00 Delinquent Fee 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Late fees are determined by the number of customers that pay their bill late or after an advertised date. 

FY16 Actual 840,256          
FY17 Actual 833,174          
FY18 Actual 759,396          
FY19 Actual 673,173          
FY20 Actual 839,014          
FY21 Approved 727,011          
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Water & Sewer – Sewer Connection Fees 
A sewer fee charged per connection to the system.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule: Connection fees to the system shall be based upon size and the following: 
 
Single Building Connection: 
4” Connection      $2,000 
 
All lines over 4 inches up to 24 units,  $4,300 
plus $100 per unit thereafter. 
 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sewer Connection fees are determined by the number of new residents or commercial businesses 
connected to the sewer system. This revenue source will fluctuate due to development and growth in the 
County’s service area. County Council approved a rate increase for Sewer Connection Fees in FY21.  
 

FY16 Actual 894,169          
FY17 Actual 982,062          
FY18 Actual 851,675          
FY19 Actual 1,064,422       
FY20 Actual 1,277,412       
FY21 Approved 1,200,000       
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Water & Sewer – Water Connection Fees 
A water fee charged per connection to the system.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule: Each new account pays a connection fee in accordance with the following: 
 

    ¾”    $1,200 
1”    $1,590 
1-1/2”    $3,000 
2”    $5,320 
3”    $8,000 
4”    $14,000 
6”    $16,000 
8”    $20,000 
10”    $28,000 
12”    $34,000  
 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Water Connection fees are determined by the number of new residents or commercial businesses 
connected to the water system. This revenue source will fluctuate due to development and growth in the 
County’s service area. County Council approved a rate increase for Water Connection Fees in FY21.  

FY16 Actual 218,103          
FY17 Actual 352,245          
FY18 Actual 287,636          
FY19 Actual 280,602          
FY20 Actual 444,111          
FY21 Approved 210,000          
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Water & Sewer – Inspection Fees 
A fee charged for inspections on individual connections, grease traps, new construction and warranty 
verification.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   $75.00 Sewer Inspection Fee 
$25.00 Water Meter Inspection Fee  
$50.00 Quarterly Grease Trap Inspection Fee 
$50.00 per hour New Construction Inspection Fee 
Warranty Inspection Fee - Force Main and Water Lines $1/per linear foot  

 - Gravity Sewer Lines $2/per linear foot  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Inspection fees are charged each time a connection is installed to ensure proper department procedures 
are followed, to ensure commercial businesses are maintaining grease traps and inspect lines at the end 
of the warranty period to identify any problems before Dorchester County Water & Sewer is responsible for 
maintenance and repair.  County Council approved a rate increase for Warranty Inspection fees per linear foot 
in FY21.  

FY16 Actual 160,050          
FY17 Actual 154,215          
FY18 Actual 145,519          
FY19 Actual 168,273          
FY20 Actual 200,893          
FY21 Approved 161,948          
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Water & Sewer – DHEC Fees 
A fee charged per meter to recover costs of annual permitting and licenses charged by Bureau of Finance.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-207, Appendix B 

Fee Schedule:   $0.50 per water meter  
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

DHEC fees are determined by the number of water meters that are billed monthly. 

FY16 Actual 51,448            
FY17 Actual 53,263            
FY18 Actual 55,898            
FY19 Actual 57,856            
FY20 Actual 59,858            
FY21 Approved 59,284            
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Water & Sewer – Reclaimed Water Fees 
A fee assessed for the costs associated with converting wastewater into water that can be reused for other 
purposes.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-207, Appendix B 

Fee Schedule:   ½ Regular Potable Water Rate  
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Reclaimed Water Fees are determined by account usage.  This revenue source will increase based on the 
number of new customers added to the system. 

FY16 Actual 15,299            
FY17 Actual 13,881            
FY18 Actual 5,282               
FY19 Actual 7,507               
FY20 Actual 1,746               
FY21 Approved 1,746               
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Water & Sewer – S’ville CPW Fees 
Summerville Commissioners of Public Works bills and collects the sewer fee for Dorchester County with their 
water charges in designated areas.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-207, Appendix B 

Fee Schedule:   Monthly Residential Flat Rate  $40.00 
 
    Metered, Commercial/Industrial: 
    Monthly Base (0 – 7,000 gallons) $40.00    
    7,001+ (cost per 1,000 gallons)      7.40 
  
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sewer rates are determined by the number of residential accounts and the usage by commercial 
accounts. Summerville Commissioners of Public Works charges Dorchester County Water & Sewer 75% fee of 
the total monthly billings.  Summerville discontinued collecting sewer fee on behalf of Dorchester County 
during FY2019. 

FY16 Actual 188,583          
FY17 Actual 163,176          
FY18 Actual 168,869          
FY19 Actual 130,130          
FY20 Actual -                        
FY21 Approved -                        
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Water & Sewer – Treasurer’s Interest 
Revenue generated from interest on bonds and cash on hand.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive 

Fee Schedule:   Bank Rate  
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Interest is determined by the amount of cash that is in each account. This revenue source will decrease 
as the remaining funds in the bonds decrease. 

FY16 Actual 73,463            
FY17 Actual 75,873            
FY18 Actual 82,590            
FY19 Actual 146,594          
FY20 Actual 86,088            
FY21 Approved 114,592          
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Water & Sewer – T-Mobile Lease 
Proceeds from a lease agreement with T- Mobile for equipment mounted to an elevated water storage 
tank located at 9800 Delemar Highway.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement 

Fee Schedule:   $25,663 for FY2021; Increases 3% each year  
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Per the lease agreement, the revenue received from T-Mobile will increase 3% per year at the annual 
renewal date. 

FY16 Actual 22,138            
FY17 Actual 22,802            
FY18 Actual 23,486            
FY19 Actual 24,190            
FY20 Actual 24,916            
FY21 Approved 25,663            
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Water & Sewer – Verizon Wireless Lease 
Proceeds from a lease agreement with Verizon Wireless for equipment mounted to an elevated water storage 
tank located at 5201 Old Glory Lane. 

 
 
 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement 

Fee Schedule:   $21,600/yr; Implemented July 30, 2015 
 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Monthly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

FY18 reflects accrued revenue received from contractual agreement.  

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 54,000            
FY19 Actual 21,600            
FY20 Actual 21,600            
FY21 Approved 21,600            
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Water & Sewer – Sale of Scrap Metal 
Proceeds from the sale of obsolete material due to age or quality of the material.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   Rate of Steel 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sale of Scrap Metal will fluctuate and is based on equipment such as water meters that are obsolete and 
beyond repair. 

FY16 Actual 3,291               
FY17 Actual 1,640               
FY18 Actual 1,174               
FY19 Actual 3,501               
FY20 Actual 1,008               
FY21 Approved -                        
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Water & Sewer – Miscellaneous 
Financed Impact fees are deposited in this revenue line item.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   Actual Payment Amounts 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue is dependent on the number of financed accounts. This account is where revenues are posted for 
accounts that are paid in advance of service.   

 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual (8,264)             
FY19 Actual (6,197)             
FY20 Actual -                        
FY21 Approved -                        
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Water & Sewer – Sewer Impact Fees 
A fee that is imposed on a new or proposed development project to pay for all or a portion of the costs of 
providing sewer services to the development or to fund for the construction of needed expansion of offsite 
capital improvements, including upgrades to increase wastewater collection, transmission or treatment 
capacity.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

 SC Code of Laws 6-1-940 and 6-1-1080 

Fee Schedule:   $3,500 per Equivalent Residential User (ERU) 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Sewer Impact fees are determined by the amount of development in an area or new residential or commercial 
customers.  County Council approved financing residential fees.   
 

FY16 Actual 2,489,140       
FY17 Actual 2,245,073       
FY18 Actual 3,158,663       
FY19 Actual 3,304,453       
FY20 Actual 3,727,321       
FY21 Approved 2,080,000       
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Water & Sewer – Water Impact Fees 
A fee that is imposed on a new or proposed development project to pay for all or a portion of the costs of 
providing water services to the development or to fund the construction of needed expansion of offsite 
capital improvements due to the proposed project.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

 SC Code of Laws 6-1-940 and 6-1-1080 

Fee Schedule:   $2,200 per Equivalent Residential User (ERU) 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

Water Impact fees are determined by development or new residential customers. This revenue source will 
fluctuate each year and will be influenced by the economy.   
 

FY16 Actual 803,591          
FY17 Actual 269,676          
FY18 Actual 252,596          
FY19 Actual 494,544          
FY20 Actual 175,183          
FY21 Approved 172,500          
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Water & Sewer – Financed Impacts 
Financed Impact fees are withdrawn from this revenue line item and deposited into the appropriate 
impact account.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance #20-05 Section 44-206, Appendix A 

Fee Schedule:   Actual Payment Amounts 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Water & Sewer 

 

Fiscal History 

This revenue is dependent on the number of financed impact accounts. This revenue line was 
established by the Auditors to record fees properly.  

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual (14,803)           
FY19 Actual -                        
FY20 Actual -                        
FY21 Approved -                        
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Stormwater – Stormwater Fees-Delinquent 
A Stormwater fee charged based on square footage of improvements on residential properties.  Commercial 
and Industrial properties are assessed a fee based on the number of Equivalent Residential Units (ERU’s) of 
impervious surfaces.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinances 02-10, 08-12 & 17-02 

Fee Schedule:   Residential  
    Tier 1 < 2,241 SF = $31.97 
    Tier 2 > 2,241 SF < 5,529 SF = $44.76 
    Tier 3 > 5,529 SF = $62.67 
 

Multi-Family Residential Units 
    $20.76 per unit 
 

Mobile Home Park 
    $19.24 per mobile home 
 
    Commercial/Industrial 
    $44.76 per ERU (3,735 sq. ft. of impervious surface) 
 
Exemptions: Agricultural lands, vacant land and cemeteries are exempt from the fee.  Fees 

for parcels in the Town of Summerville are calculated in the same manner as 
the rest of the County.  However, they are billed at a rate that is 50% of that 
charged to parcels outside the Town of Summerville. 

Frequency of Collection: Stormwater Maintenance Fees (STWMF) are assessed on the tax bills and 
therefore are collected as taxpayers pay their county taxes 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 
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Fiscal History 

Stormwater fees are assessed on taxpayer’s property bills. New rates were effective commencing FY18.   

FY16 Actual 147,949          
FY17 Actual 93,510            
FY18 Actual 101,900          
FY19 Actual 101,204          
FY20 Actual 104,057          
FY21 Approved 101,000          
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Actual
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FY21
Approved
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Stormwater – Stormwater Fees-Current 
A Stormwater fee charged based on square footage of improvements on residential properties.  Commercial 
and Industrial properties are assessed a fee based on the number of Equivalent Residential Units (ERU’s) of 
impervious surfaces.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinances 02-10, 08-12 & 17-02 

Fee Schedule:   Residential  
    Tier 1 < 2,241 SF = $31.97 
    Tier 2 > 2,241 SF < 5,529 SF = $44.76 
    Tier 3 > 5,529 SF = $62.67 
 

Multi-Family Residential Units 
    $20.76 per unit 
 

Mobile Home Park 
    $19.24 per mobile home 
 
    Commercial/Industrial 
    $44.76 per ERU (3,735 sq. ft. of impervious surface) 
 
Exemptions: Agricultural lands, vacant land, and cemeteries are exempt from the fee.  Fees 

for parcels in the Town of Summerville are calculated in the same manner as 
the rest of the County.  However, they are billed at a rate that is 50% of that 
charged to parcels outside the Town of Summerville. 

 
Frequency of Collection: Stormwater Maintenance Fees (STWMF) are assessed on the tax bills and 

therefore are collected as taxpayers pay their county taxes  

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 
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Fiscal History 

Stormwater fees are assessed on taxpayers’ property bills.  New rates were effective commencing FY18. 

FY16 Actual 1,341,241       
FY17 Actual 1,731,302       
FY18 Actual 2,095,356       
FY19 Actual 2,227,014       
FY20 Actual 2,437,658       
FY21 Approved 2,400,000       

 -

 500,000

 1,000,000

 1,500,000

 2,000,000

 2,500,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Stormwater – Inspection Fees 
A fee charged for inspections of construction sites.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 19-20 

Fee Schedule: 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Stormwater 

 

  

Type of Development 
or Activity 

Area of 
Disturbance 

Standard Fee 

Residential – Individual 
Single Family Less than 1 Acres Exempt – No Fee 

Residential – Individual 
Single Family 1 Acre or Greater $200 

Residential – Single 
Family Subdivision 

0.5 Acres or 
Greater 

$2 per linear foot or road + $4 per 
linear foot of drainage easement 

Residential –  
Multi-Family 

0.5 Acres or 
Greater 

$2 per linear foot or road + $4 per 
linear foot of drainage easement 

Non-Residential 0.5 – 5 Acres $200 
Non-Residential 5.01 – 10 Acres $400 

Non-Residential 10.01 Acres or 
Greater $800 

Reinspection for Any 
Reason  $150 

603-3183-344.58-00 Charges for Services 
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Fiscal History 

Inspection fees are charged based on the size of the construction site.  This revenue tends to fluctuate based 
on the number of inspections done each year. A new fee structure was approved and implemented on July 15, 
2019. 

FY16 Actual 65,467            
FY17 Actual 36,291            
FY18 Actual 39,032            
FY19 Actual 136,618          
FY20 Actual 146,830          
FY21 Approved 200,000          

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved

 

  



179 
 

Stormwater – Penalty Charges 
A fee charged for any person in violation of the provisions of Ordinance 07-21 to include MS4 Permit, 
Stormwater Management Plan, Stormwater Construction Permits, Post Construction operation and 
maintenance requirements, and Illicit Discharges.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 07-21 

Fee Schedule:   Minor - $250/Day 
    Major - $1,000/Day 
 
    *Each separate day of a violation constitutes a new and separate violation. 
  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Stormwater 

 

Fiscal History 

A fee is collected when any person is in violation of the provisions of Ordinance 07-21, commencing FY18. 

FY16 Actual -                        
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual 2,750               
FY19 Actual 1,500               
FY20 Actual 1,750               
FY21 Approved 1,500               

 -

 500

 1,000

 1,500

 2,000

 2,500

 3,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Stormwater – Treasurer’s Interest 
Revenue generated from interest on bonds, cash on hand, etc.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: N/A  

Fee Schedule:   Bank Rate 

Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Monthly 

Method of Payment:  Bank posts interest to bank accounts  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Interest is determined by the cash reserves held in the County’s bank accounts each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate based on current interest rates and available balance for investment. 

FY16 Actual 10,358            
FY17 Actual 10,842            
FY18 Actual 13,664            
FY19 Actual 22,877            
FY20 Actual 16,807            
FY21 Approved 20,000            

 -
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 25,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
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Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Stormwater – Sale of Pipe 
Proceeds from selling pipe to residents for the installation of drainage lines at driveway entrances and the 
piping of ditches running along county roadsides.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 97-12 

Fee Schedule:   Fees paid by residents for driveway pipes:                           
- Pay for cost of materials 

HDPE Pipe                           Reinforced Concrete Pipe (RCP) 

       15 inch ads- $275                                                        15 inch - $350 

       18 inch ads- $350                                                         18 inch - $430 

       24 inch ads - $450                                                        24 inch – $525 

Exemptions: SC Highway Dept. will maintain roads and drainage under their control. 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Stormwater 

 

Fiscal History 

Proceeds from the Sale of Pipe are determined by the number of residents that request driveways or ditch 
piping to be installed.   

FY16 Actual 9,205               
FY17 Actual 8,842               
FY18 Actual 7,014               
FY19 Actual 7,946               
FY20 Actual 5,292               
FY21 Approved 7,000               

 -

 2,000

 4,000

 6,000

 8,000

 10,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual
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Actual
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Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Stormwater – Plan Review Revenue 
A fee charged to cover the cost of performing SWMP reviews and of administering applications for County 
stormwater permits vary based on the size and complexity of the development.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinance 19-20 

Fee Schedule:  

 
Exemptions:   None 
 
Frequency of Collection:  Daily 
 
Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  
 
Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Stormwater 

 

  

Type of Development 
or Activity 

Disturbed 
Acres 

1st Review  
(Per Disturbed 

Acre) 

2nd Review 
Flat Fee 

3rd Review 
Flat Fee 

4th Review 
Flat Fee 

Residential – Individual 
Single Family 

Less than 1 
Acre 

Exempt – No 
Fee 

Exempt – No 
Fee 

Exempt – 
No Fee 

Exempt – 
No Fee 

Residential – Individual 
Single Family 

1 Acre or 
Greater $200 $40 $20 $20 

Residential – Single 
Family Subdivision 

0.5 Acre or 
Greater $200  $500 $250 $250 

Residential –  
Multi-Family 

0.5 Acre or 
Greater $400  $500 $250 $250 

Non-Residential 0.5 Acre or 
Greater $400  $500 $250 $250 

Review of Application 
for Variance Any $600 

$600 per fact-
finding 
meeting 

$600 per 
fact-finding 
meeting 

$600 per 
fact-finding 
meeting 

Major Modification Any $300    

603-3183-370.89-00 Miscellaneous 
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Fiscal History 

Plan Review fees are determined based on the size and complexity of the development.  A new fee structure 
was approved and implemented on July 15, 2019. 

FY16 Actual 35,184            
FY17 Actual 51,938            
FY18 Actual 40,686            
FY19 Actual 87,651            
FY20 Actual 159,648          
FY21 Approved 205,000          

 -
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FY20
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FY21
Approved
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Solid Waste – Recycled Tire Program 
 Revenues generated from the sale of used tires through a state-wide program.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: SC Code 44-96-170  

Fee Schedule: This is a state-wide program in which 46 counties participate.  Each county 
sends in their recycled tires and the state issues a check to each of these 
counties quarterly based on the population of the county. 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Recycled tire revenues are determined by the population of Dorchester County.  These revenues are largely 
stable. 

FY16 Actual 57,650            
FY17 Actual 59,424            
FY18 Actual 65,497            
FY19 Actual 88,312            
FY20 Actual 87,384            
FY21 Approved 80,000            

 -
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Approved
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Solid Waste – Host Fees Waste Management 
 A host fee charged to certain commercial entities to provide funding for the County’s recycling, solid waste and 
disposal efforts.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreement with Oakridge Landfill, Inc.  

Fee Schedule: Waste Management (Contractor) shall pay a quarterly Host Fee to the County 
of $1.00 per ton for each ton of Solid Waste received by the Contractor for 
disposal from sources outside the County. 

In addition to the Host Fee identified above, the Contractor shall pay a 
quarterly fee of $0.50 per ton for each ton of Solid Waste received for disposal 
by Contractor from Charleston County.  

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Solid Waste 

 

Fiscal History 

Host fees are determined by a contract between the landfill and the County.  This revenue is based on an 
agreed upon rate but depends on the amount of Solid Waste received by the Contractor from year to year. 

FY16 Actual 292,889          
FY17 Actual 527,924          
FY18 Actual 497,367          
FY19 Actual 563,510          
FY20 Actual 588,120          
FY21 Approved 570,000          

 -
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FY21
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Solid Waste – User Fees-Public Works 
A user fee charged to businesses to provide funding for the County’s recycling, solid waste, and disposal 
efforts.  These fees are billed and collected by Public Works.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinances 96-22, 05-22 & 08-10 

Fee Schedule:   $75.00 – Residential Properties 
    $75.00 @ 80% occupancy – Multi-Family Units  

$75.00 – Business’ generating small quantities without large commercial 
containers (1.0 cubic yard or less of non-compacted waste per week) 
$130.00 – Business’ with Commercial Haulers (per cubic yard of the container 
size) 

 
Exemptions: Any Church, Religious Institutions or Civic Organizations with no container are 

charged an annual SWUF of $35. 
 
Frequency of Collection: Solid Waste User Fees (SWUF) are assessed on the tax bills and therefore 

are collected as taxpayers pay their county taxes 

Method of Payment: Payments made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Solid Waste 

 

Fiscal History 

User fees are assessed on businesses within Dorchester County that generate debris.  This revenue tends to 
fluctuate from year to year based on businesses operating in Dorchester County. FY16 includes reversed 
allowance for doubtful accounts. FY18 – FY20 reflect refunds on collected fees. 

FY16 Actual (22,477)           
FY17 Actual -                        
FY18 Actual (38,085)           
FY19 Actual (28,245)           
FY20 Actual (35,275)           
FY21 Approved -                        

 (40,000)
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Solid Waste – User Fees-Treasurer 
A user fee charged to real property owners to provide funding for the County’s recycling, solid waste and 
disposal efforts.  These fees are assessed on the tax bills; therefore, they are collected by the Treasurer.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinances 96-22, 05-22 & 08-10 

Fee Schedule:   $75.00 – Residential Properties 
    $75.00 @ 80% occupancy – Multi-Family Units  

$75.00 – Businesses generating small quantities without large commercial 
containers (1.0 cubic yard or less of non-compacted waste per week) 
$130.00 – Businesses with Commercial Haulers (per cubic yard of the 
container size) 

 
Exemptions: Any Church, Religious Institutions or Civic Organizations with no container are 

charged an annual SWUF of $35. 
 
Frequency of Collection: Solid Waste User Fees (SWUF) are assessed on the tax bills and therefore 

are collected as taxpayers pay their county taxes. 

Method of Payment: Payments made directly to Dorchester County 

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

User fees are assessed on properties within Dorchester County that generate debris.  This revenue tends to 
fluctuate from year to year based on housing in Dorchester County.   

FY16 Actual 5,071,485       
FY17 Actual 5,394,861       
FY18 Actual 5,631,212       
FY19 Actual 5,615,141       
FY20 Actual 6,018,398       
FY21 Approved 5,990,000       

 4,400,000
 4,600,000
 4,800,000
 5,000,000
 5,200,000
 5,400,000
 5,600,000
 5,800,000
 6,000,000
 6,200,000

FY16
Actual

FY17
Actual

FY18
Actual

FY19
Actual

FY20
Actual

FY21
Approved
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Solid Waste – Recycling Bin Sales 
Proceeds from the sale of recycling bins.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Agreement  

Fee Schedule:   $2.00 charged per recycling bin 
*This fee is to recoup the cost of the recycling bins purchased at $5.54. 
 

Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Solid Waste 

 

Fiscal History 

8,000 recycling bins were purchased from the Solid Waste Fund for $5.54 each back in FY00 to be sold to 
interested residents for $2.00 each.  This revenue is normally not budgeted because it is not reliable and tends 
to fluctuate from year to year. This income source has been eliminated as of FY21.  

FY16 Actual 4                       
FY17 Actual 103                  
FY18 Actual 110                  
FY19 Actual 90                    
FY20 Actual -                        
FY21 Approved -                        
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Solid Waste – Recycling Fees 
A fee collected from various vendors for the purchase of mixed paper, aluminum, comingled plastics, 
corrugated paper, white goods and e-waste from the County’s convenience sites.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Contractual Agreements with Sunoco Recycling, Inc., Midlands Biofuels, 
Highway 15 and Synergy Recycling, LLC 

Fee Schedule:   Sunoco Pricing – is based on contractual agreement  
 
    Synergy Recycling, LLC Pricing:     

 
 
*This can include the following:  hair driers, fans, blenders, vacuums (without bags), 
and just about any equipment that consumed electricity during its useful life. 

 
Exemptions:   None 

Frequency of Collection:  Quarterly 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Solid Waste 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commodity – Material Description Price Comments 
Computers – Complete $0.20 Payment 
Computers – Incomplete $0.10 Payment 
Laptops – Complete $0.25 Payment 
Monitors – CRT Intact -$0.10  Charge 
Monitors – CRT Broken -$0.28 Charge 
Monitors – LCD -$0.10 Charge 
Televisions – LCD -$0.11 Charge 
Servers and Networking Equipment $0.15 Payment 
Cell Phones $1.40 Payment 
Miscellaneous Electronics $0.00 No Pay 
Other Materials* $0.25 Payment 
Transportation  $450.00 Charge 

605-3284-344.50-00 Charges for Services 
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Fiscal History 

Recycling fees are determined by the tonnage of recyclables collected from the County’s convenience sites.  
This revenue tends to fluctuate from year to year based on the items collected at the convenience sites. 

FY16 Actual 57,094            
FY17 Actual 113,714          
FY18 Actual 98,387            
FY19 Actual 35,738            
FY20 Actual 42,768            
FY21 Approved 25,000            
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FY21
Approved
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Solid Waste – SW Delinquent Fees 
A user fee charged to real property owners to provide funding for the County’s recycling, solid waste and 
disposal efforts.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: County Ordinances 96-22 & 08-10 

Fee Schedule:   $75.00 – Residential Properties 
    $75.00 @ 80% occupancy – Multi-Family Units  

$75.00 – Businesses generating small quantities without large commercial 
containers (1.0 cubic yard or less of non-compacted waste per week) 
$130.00 – Businesses with Commercial Haulers (per cubic yard of the 
container size) 

 
Exemptions: Any Church, Religious Institutions or Civic Organizations with no container are 

charged an annual SWUF of $35. 

Frequency of Collection:  Semi-Annually 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Delinquent Tax 

 

Fiscal History 

User fees are assessed on properties within Dorchester County that generate debris.  This revenue tends to 
fluctuate from year to year based on the economy and housing in Dorchester County.   

FY16 Actual 393,251          
FY17 Actual 402,456          
FY18 Actual 571,699          
FY19 Actual 405,359          
FY20 Actual 438,334          
FY21 Approved 300,000          
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Solid Waste – Treasurer’s Interest 
Revenue generated from interest on bonds, cash on hand, etc.

 

 Account Number:        Type:   

 

Revenue Collection Information 

Collection Authorization: Administrative Directive  

Fee Schedule:   Bank Rate 

Exemptions:   N/A 

Frequency of Collection:  Daily 

Method of Payment:  Payments are made directly to Dorchester County  

Revenue Collector:  Dorchester County Treasurer 

 

Fiscal History 

Interest is determined by the cash reserves held in the County’s bank accounts each year.  This revenue tends 
to fluctuate based on available balances and current interest rates. 

FY16 Actual 10,616            
FY17 Actual 12,965            
FY18 Actual 31,254            
FY19 Actual 49,693            
FY20 Actual 36,508            
FY21 Approved 45,000            
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